Rd Reverend FATHER in Goo; 


The Lord — of Es 


- 


Occafioned by a Letter of bis Lordbip- s to the "Ro 
of T—e, on the Sulject of the Af of Aſſembly 
paſſed in the. Year 1758, intituled, An Att t. 


enable the Inhabitants of this Colony to dif . 


charge their publick Dues, &c. in Money for 
the enſuing Year. 


FROM 


VIRGINIA. 


L Prirtecd in VigeINIA, and Reprinted in 
Lon pov, 1760. 


TO THE 
Right Reverend FAT HEX in Gop, 


THE 
Lorp-BisHopP of L-—. 


Though I have the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand 
all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, and have not 
Charity, 7 am nothing. —1 Cor. xiii. 2, * 


V1sGinia, December L, 1759. 


My Lonxp, 

S it would be unpardonable in any Man, 
endued with but a common Share of Un- 
derſtanding, to fit unconcerned whilſt 
| a Matter of a very intereſting Nature to 
the Community he lives in is expoſed to the Cenſure 
of Mankind, by Arguments ſophiſtically drawn, and 
from Facts unjuſtly ſtated ; a Virginian muſt cer- 


tainly be excuſed for writing in Defence of his much 


injured Country; and it is hoped, if your Lordſhip 
ſhould meer with any Expreſſions in this Letter, not 
quite ſo grateful to your Ears as they ſeem to have 
been to your Pen, that you will not look upon them 

as 


® Alluding to 4 Treatiſe publiſhed by his L p on 
Prophecy, well enough diſtinguiſhed by the learned World. — 
Intimating alſo of how ſmall Eſteem the moſt perſect Know- 
ledge of the Kind was (with the firſt Propagators of Chr;//'s 
Goſpel) in a Perſon acting without Charity, wheth erconſider- 
ed as Univerſal Renevolence or Relief to the Diſtrees of il 
Poor, occaſioned by natural or accidental Cauſes, 
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| [ 2, ] | k 
as deſigned againſt your F unct ion, or any Poſt that 
you may enjoy, but only as a Return of that Mea- 
ſure that you, Sir, in your g. zac Goodneſs, have 
been pleaſed to mete to others. 

Give me Leave now, without further Apology, to 
inform your Lordſhip, that Copies of your Letter to 
the B-—d of T-—de, on the Subject of an Act of 
Aſſembly paſſed in the Year 1758, intituled, An Act 
to enable the Inhabitants of this Colony to diſcharge 
their publick Dues, Officers Fees, and other Tobacco 
Debts, in Money, for the enſuing Year, have been 
handed about by your Brethren the Clergy; one 
of which I ſhall now retail, in diſtinct Paragraphs, 
for the Sake of ſome Obſervations upon it; as I am 
very deſirous to refer the Behaviour of my Country, 
in paſſing that Act, to the Determination of all who 
ſhall read it, without Bias or Partiality: 

It ſeems ſome of the Clergy of Virginia had fan- 
cied themſelves aggrieved by the AR, and remon- 
ſtrated ſtrongly, as it is ſaid (for that Paper is as 

et a Secret to all, but a very few) againſt it, to 
the B-—d of T—de, on which the Act was re- 
ferred for your Opinion upon it; and, by the Copy 
before me, your Lordſhip had thought proper ta 
expreſs your Sentiments in the following Manner : 


. June 14th, 1759. 

My Lords, 

« HAVE conſidered the Act from Virginia. 
referred to me: It ſeems to-be the Work of 
Men, conſcious to themſelves that they were do- 
& ing wrong; for, though it is well known that 
* the Intention of the Act is to abridge the Main- 
<« tenance of the Clergy, yet the Framers of the 
C Act have ſtudiouſly avoided naming them, or 
© properly deſcribing them, throughout the Act; 
* ſo that it may be doubted, in a legal Conſtruc- 


* tion, whether they are included or not, But, to 


N f . take 


1 
& take the Act as they meant it, and as every 
4 Body underſtands it.“ 

By this, which I call your Lordſhip's firſt Para- 
graph, you have given a pretty good Specimen of 
the Temper with which you were diſpoſed to treat 
the Act under your Conſideration ; and I am much 
miſtaken if it will not appear, that your Paſſion for 
Abuſe, through the whole, has greatly exceeded the 
Bounds of your Reaſon. As your Lordſhip admits 
that the Framers of the Act meant to include the 
Clergy, and that every Body underſtands that they 
are included; ſuch a general Conſent in Opinion 
can only ariſe from the Propriety of the Words 
that do include them: How then can it be a Doubt 
that they are included in a legal Conſtruction, be- 
cauſe not named, or properly deſcribed? Can the 
legal Conſtruction of any Words whatever, differ 

from the univerſal Conſtruction of theſe Words? 
Where then is the Charity of the Chriſtian, or the 
Candour of the Biſhop, in that malevolent Reflection, 
which your Lordſhip has thrown out? A Reflec- 
tion, that even common Senſe cannot admit of; I 
mean the Conſciouſneſs of doing wrong in the 
Framers of the Act, which made them ſtudious 
to avoid naming the Clergy in it. Inſtead of the 
Art, with which you would inſinuate they had pro- 
ceeded, it would have been much more juſt, to 
have charged them with groſs Stupidity for if it is 
neceſſary that the Clergy ſhould be named, or parti- 
cularly deſcribed, to ſubject them to the Purpoſes of 
any Act; not to name them, &c. unleſs by acci- 
dental Omiſſion, mult needs be egregiouſly weak 
and fooliſh, in thoſe who intended to include them 
within the Deſigns of ſuch Act. Bur, my Lord, 
it is juſt as you, and every Body underſtands it 
they are included, and the Words that take them 
in mult neceſſarily be a very proper Deſcription of 


them, or it would be impoſſible that every Body 
B 2 ſhouid 
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141 
ſhould agree that they are included; and indeed net 
a little unreaſonable that they ſhould complain, aud 
your Lordſhip eſpouſe their Murmurs, if they are 
not included. 5 

If it can be ſuppoſed that the Legiſlature had any 
particular Intention in not naming the Clergy in the 
Act, it could be only that of a Compliment to the 
Function; for, as Miniſters of Chrif*s Goſpel, they 
ought to be thoug bt at leaſt always willing to imitate 
their great Maſter and Teacher, in Acts of Tender- 
neſs to the Poor, and Benevolence to Mankind : To 
have taken Pains therefore to diſtinguiſh them a- 
bove others, in the enacting Clauſes, muſt have na- 
turally induced a Suſpicion that they were not really 
diſpoſed to acquieſce in the general Commiſeration 
of the calamitous Circumſtances of the Colony, 
when the Act paſſed. 

Your Lordſhip has farther obſerved in this Para- 
graph, That it is well known, that the Framers 
“ of the Act intended to abridge the Maintenance of 
« the Clergy :** My Lord, if you only mean, by 


this Word Maintenance, the ſanguine Expectations 


of Profit ariſing from a Year of ſuch univerſal Scar- 
city in the Country, I do acknowledge that the In- 
tention of the Act was ſuch ; but, as the Word Main- 
tenance is generally of a quite different Import, you 
muſt excuſe me if, in my Turn, I ſuſpect, that the 
Uſe of it in this Place, by ſo great a Maſter of Lan- 


guage, was only with a covert Deſign to inflame, 
before the Reaſons that governed in the making the 


Act ſhould be properly underſtood by the BZ— d, 


to whom your Letter was addreſſed; and I cannat 
but add, that, from many Paſſages in that Letter, 
it will appear your Lordſhip 1s not quite free from 
ſuch an Intention: Can a Man who by Law is entitled 
ro much more Money than he uſually got for his Sa- 
lary which was intended as his Maintenance, be pro- 
perly ſaid to be abridged by that Law in his Main- 

te nanceꝰ 


(5) 
tenance ? Certainly no; and this is evidently the 
Caſe: The Price ordered by this Act, in Lieu of 
the Clergy's Salaries, is much more than had been 
generally given for ſuch Tobacco, as they by Law 
were paid in, for any Number of Years paſt; and 
as the Legiſlature, in eſtabliſhing their Salaries at 
firſt in Tobacco, muſt have had Regard to the 
general Value of the Commodity, can a Price, 
greater than what they could have had in View, 
and greater than it has ever ſince generally ſold at, 
except in Caſcs of a lik: Nature with the Act now 
complained of, be looked upon as an Abridgement 
of their Maintenance? The A& indeed has, as I 
have juſt acknowledged, diſappointed every avari- 
tious, mercileſs Man, in his Deſires of preying 
upon the Neceſſities of the People 3 but is it 
not conſiſtent with ſacial Good, when ſuch Evils 
become general, to interpoſe, by wholſome Re- 
ſtrictions? And when a Sum, greater than the in- 
tended or known real Value of Salaries, ariſing by 
publick Tax, is given in Lieu of ſuch Salaries, in 
Times of real Diſtreſs, is not fuch a Law within 
the ſtrifteſt Senſe of legiſlative Prudence? My 
Lord, I almoſt perſuade myſelf, if nothing more 
was ſaid on this Head, the impartial Anſwer would 
ſpeak in the Affirmative ;z but as much will depend 
upon a full Diſcuſſion of this Point, I ſhall take 
upon me to be a little more explicit upon it in 

ſome other Parts of my Obſervations. But here I 
ſhall proceed with your Letter. 
« We mult firſt conſider by what Authority the 

« Aſſembly acted in paſſing ſuch a Law; and, in the 
next Place, how inconſiſtent the Proviſion of the 
Act was, with Juſtice and Equity: The Subject- 
Matter of the Act, as far as the Clergy are con- 
„ cerned, was ſettled before by Act of Aſſembly, 
e which Act had the Royal Aſſent and Confirmation, 
** and could not be repealgd by a leſſer Power than 
| that 
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[6] 
ec that which made it; and to make an Act to ſul. 
4 pend the Operation of the Royal Act, is an At- 
<« tempt which, in ſome Times, would have been 
& called Treaſon ; and I do not know any other 
& Name for it, in our Law.” 

Had your Lordſhip reflected, as a Judge in the 
Caſe ſhould do, for the Sake of Rectitude in Opi- 
nion, you would have fallen on another Point, as 
worthy of Conſideration z and, indeed, the only 
one that could give a proper Anſwer to the two 
Things that you have laid down ; I mean the Cir- 
cumſtances that attended at the Time of paſſing 
the Act (for I beg Leave to ſay, that if, on the 
Conſideration of them, they ſhould appear to be 
ſuch as could not be diſregarded, conſiſtent with 
the immediate Welfare of the Country, the Au- 
thority the Aſſembly had to paſs ſuch a Law, and 
the Juſtice in paſſing it, are both ſtrongly and ab- 
ſolutely implied, in the very Neceſſity for doing 
it:) For although, my Lord, the Subject-Matter 
of the Act was, as you ſay, as far as it concerned 
the Clergy, ſettled by an Act of Aſſembly, which 


had been confirmed by the Royal Aſſent; and that 


the Conſtitution requires the ſame Degrees of 
Power to repeal a Law that were concerned 
in making it a Law, yet, ſituated at fo great a 
Diſtance as Virginia is, from the Royal Ear, to 
argue for the abſolute Obſervance of ſuch a Rule in 
Conſtitution, without any kind of Deviation, or 


Qualification, in any Caſe whatever, is little leſs than 


advancing human Wiſdom up to Divine Perfection; 
a Perfection that muſt foreſee all Conſequences at 
the Time of eſtabliſhing this, or any other Rule of 
Community z or elſe, in every Caſe of a momen- 
tary Nature, the Rule ſtrictly adhered to muſt, 
ſooner or later, prove the Deſtruction of the very 
State it was intended to preſerve, For, in a like 


Inſtance with the preſent, it might be impoſſible to 
— 927 
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fly to the Throne for a Conſent to repeal, before the 
Evil or Thing that required remedying muſt have 
effected its apparent Injury: Deſtruction then muſt 
have followed in Proportion to the Nature of the 
Injury 3 and this Method of reaſoning, I am per- 
ſuaded, is not without Foundation in the Parliament- 
ary Hiſtory in England; where it may be ſome- 
times ſeen, that ſubſequent Statutes have been paſ- 
ſed to confirm Proceedings, which the Good of 
the Community had made abſolutely neceſſary, at 
Times, when the Parliament could not have been 
convened early enough to authenticate them, for 
an immediate Execution. Thus far, my Lord, I 
have argued, to ſhew of how much Weight the 


Circumſtances that impelled the making this Act 


really might be; and therefore how neceſſary it 
muſt have been, for a Judge to be well acquainted 
with them before he ſhould determine on the Act ; 
but I hope no one will conclude, that I am endea- 


vouring to ſupport the Exerciſe of any Power or 
Authority here, other than that which has the Con- - 


currence of the Royal Pen : No, the Conſtitution 
is truly Britiſh z but at the ſame Time that it is 
the Duty of every Briton to keep it as ſacred as 
poſſible, is it not alſo to be looked upon as a ratio- 
nal Conſtitution ? And does not Reaſon ſeem to 
point out Caſes, in which the Rules that are ge- 
nerally laid down require to be aided, extended, or 
qualified (call it what you pleaſe) to ſupport and 
preſerve the Community ? Things ſtated in this 
Light, a Light which Reaſon and Juſtice dictate, 
can have no Tendency, my Lord, to Treaſon ; and 
the Law of common Senſe, which cannot differ 
from the Law of the Land, would find, a leſs in- 
flammatory Term for them, to ſay nothing of 
good Manners : Perhaps, if Church and Trade 


could but lay aſide their unnatural and unaccount- 


able Jealouſies with reſpect to this poor Country, 


ſuch 
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ſuch Acts would be deemed prudent Steps in Go- 
vernment. 1 | 
But now, my Lord, what if I aſſert that this 
Act of Aſſembly does not ſuſpend the Operation 
of the former, which had the Royal Aſſent? And 
it will require no very logical Turn to prove it, 
but on the contrary, that it was the only rational 
Method that could be fallen upon, to make the 
Royal Act of any Effect, as to its evident Pur- 
poſes. Led by the fair Hand of Truth, we may 
ſuppoſe that the Act which ſettled the Clergy mens 
Salaries (which is that you have all along contended 
for, as having received the Royal Aſſent) had in 
View, as well the Poſſibility of paying thoſe Sala- 
ries, as the eſtabliſhing them, from their being ſet- 
tled in Tobacco, the Staple of the Country ; now, 
as the Growth of this Commodity depends on the 
Seaſonableneſs of Weather, and as it is known to 
be ſubject to as many deſtructive Inſects, perhaps, 
as ever Egypt complained of; whenever, from a 
general Calamity, the Crop is univerſally ſhort (as 
it was whea the Act under your Conſideration 
was paſſed) can the Payment of theſe Salaries be 
made in Tobacco, according to the Direction of 
the Royal Act? Is it not rather impoſſible that 
they ſhould be ſo paid? Muſt there not, therefore, to 
preſerve the Intention of paying the Salaries, be 
ſome Compenſation ſettled in Lieu thereof? And 
what more proper than that of Money ? Is it not 
neceſſary that the Rate of this Compenſation ſhould 
be fixed, by ſome kind of publick Authority? Or 
would it be more juſt that the Collectors of the 
| Taxes, or that even the Clergy themſelves, ſhould 
be left to their own Pleaſure of exacting over the 
whole Community ? Would not this have intro- 
duced a vaſt Multiplicity of Law-Suits, or Diſ- 
treſſes of Goods ? But where would have been the 
| Buyers, 


4 :: - | 
Buyers, but amongſt the very few lucky ones ? 
And would not theſe have bid ſparingly, for the 
Sake of great Bargains, as they are called ? Where 
then would the Evil have ended, but in the Ruin 
of Thouſands ? For whatever Method the Clergy 
ſhould have fallen upon, that muſt have been a 
good Direction to all other pubiick and private 
Creditors : If then Reaſon points out, that the 
Rate of Compenſation ſhould be ſettled, what Au- 
thority can there be ſo effectual, or more probably 
juſt, than the whole /egifative Body of the Country? 
But this your Lordſhip has been pleaſed to caſt a 
Flear at, in another Part of your Letter; how» 
ever, I believe, when it comes in its Turn, I ſhall 
be able to make it very difficult for any but the 
partial Reaſoner to join with you. Thus, m 
Lord, though you may diſpute the Concluſion 
drawn from the above State of Things, viz. 
that this Act does not ſuſpend the Operation of the 
Royal Act, I am perſuaded the unbiaſſed will think 
that it does, as it was the only Aid that could 
be given to it, to have effected any tolerable Main- 
tenance for the Clergy 3 for, ler their Right be 
whatever your Lordſhip ſhall think proper to de- 
clare it, where it was not to be had, Extremi- 
ties, be they ever ſo legal or juſtifiable, could ne- 
ver have procured the End propoſed; and it is 
undeniable, that the Situation of the Country was 
ſuch. 

To take off the Force of this Argument, I 
find it has been ſaid, though not in your Lordſhip's 
Letter, that had the Clergy been permitted to de- 
mand from the Wealthy what they called the real 
Value of the Commodity, as it took, near the Time 


— in the Crops of Tobacco they made in che Vear 
1758. | | | 
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| [ 10 ] | 
of Payment, ſuch a prodigious Start, occaſioned, as | 
it is ſaid, by a Scheme plann'd by a Clergyman, 
though not a parochial Gentleman *, they would 
have been enabled to have ſhewn more Compaſſion 
to the Poor than what the Law has done, in rating | 
the Price equal to all : This Method of reaſoning | 
ſeems to carry the Air of Conſequence, with ſome 3 
People; but, at the beſt, it could be but a Kind of | 
party coloured Charity, to take largely from ſome, | 
to give ſparingly to others; and comes ſtrictly | 
* within the pitiful Circle of the Extortioner's Merit, 
5 who filches Gold with the Devil, to purchaſe 
Heaven with Farthings. But, to conſider this ̃ 
Scheme as it ought to be, befides the Difficulty 
that would have attended that of determining who 
was rich, .or who was poor, it muſt have produced 
this manifeſt Injuſtice, which no Legiſlature on 
Earth ſhould ever countenance ; that is, at the ſame 
Time that the Clergy ſhould be left at large to carve | 
for themſelves, from thoſe they ſhould: occa/tonally 
call wealthy, there muſt have been a Law to re- 
ſtrain thoſe wealthy Perſons from meteing the ſame 
Meaſure to the Poor indebted to them, either for 
Fees, Rents, or on private Accounts; or, by the 
Rule of Exaction purſued by the Clergy on them, 
the Poor would, in the End, inſtead of being bene- 
fited by this their pretended Charity, have been ap- 
parently ruined by the wealthy great Gainers ; be- 
cauſe that their Demands againſt ſuch Poor muſt 
| needs 


wat. 


* One Mr. T--1f+--4, in concert with the memorable Dick--, 
who, by giving large Prices for Tobacco in 1759, the Crop of 
1758, got ſo much of it ſhipp'd off on his own Account, that 
by running away before the Time of Payment, he was able 
to cheat the Country out of many Thouſands of Pounds, — 
A Fact from which the ſaid Mr. /own/end has indeed en- 
deavoured to exculpate himſelf by a Letter; but it does not 
appear from his Arguments, that he is quite clear of the Ac- 

ation. 
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needs have been much larger than what the Clergy 


could by Law have demanded of them. To pro- 
ceed with your Lordſhip's Letter : 

If they had brought in an Act of Repeal, to 
& take Place from the Time they could have obtain- 


« ed the King's Aſſent, to the ſaid Act of Repeal, 
% they would have been blameleſs ; but, to aſ- 


cc ſume a Power to bind the King's Hands, and 
& to ſay how far his Power ſhall go, and where it 
c ſhall ſtop, is ſuch an Act af Supremacy as is in- 
« conſiſtent with the Dignity of England, and 
“ manifeſtly tends to draw the People of the Plan- 
4e tations from their Allegiance to the King, when 
<« they find they have a higher Power to protect 
„ them. Whether or no ſuch an Effect be pro- 
« duced, I know not; but, ſure it is Time for 
& us to look about us, and conſider the ſeveral 
<« Steps lately taken, to the Diminution of the 


«© Prerogative and the Influence of the Crown; 


4 lately taken, I ſay; becauſe, within a few Years, 


Virginia was a very orderly and well- regulated 


« Colony, and lived in Submiſſion to the Power 
& ſet over them: They were all Members of the 
« Church ef England, and no Diſſenters amongſt 
e them; the Clergy were reſpected, and well uſed 
„ by the People. But theſe Days are over, and 


ce they ſeem now to have nothing more at Heart 


than to leſſen the Influence of the Crown, and 
«© the Maintenance of the Clergy ; both which 


Ends will be effectually ſerved, by the Act now 
under our Conſideration.” 


I have already taken Notice of the Temper with 


which your Lordſhip ſer out, and I need only refer 
this Paragraph to the Reader's Conlideration, to juſ- 


tity my Obſervation on your Fondneſs for Abuſe, 


In the foregoing, you miſconſtrued every Thing 


into an Attack on the Royal Authority, and rung 
C 2 | the 
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f 12 } 
the Alarum-Bell of Treaſon, agreeable to the un- 
natural Determinations of ſome preceding Times : 


In this, my Lord, you burſt into violent Flames, 


and by aggravating and heightening your own ill- 
founded Deductions, ſufficiently diſcover what 
thoſe Times were, in which. Acts of Tenderneſs and 
Cempaſſion to the Community would have been ſo 
unhumanely characterized; Times, my Lord, in 
which Prieftbood and Cruelty were the two inſeparable 
Enemies of Britiſh Liberty; but great and glori- 


ous is the Lord of Hoſts, that has inſpired thoſe 


Princes that have filled the Britiſb Throne, in /at- 


ter Days, with Prudence and Reſolution, to pro- 
tect their Subjects againſt the diabolical Schemes of 


mercileſs Bigotry. 


This Country, my Lord, could they be ſup- 
poſed to be ignorant of the Methods proper to be 
uſed in Caſes of repealing Acts, would, no Doubt, 


be grateful to you for your Kindneſs in pointing 


out a Poſſibility of their eſcaping Cenſure, in your 
Lordſhip's Opinion; but is it not going out of 
the Queſtion to talk of repealing, in a Matter that 
wanted no Repeal? And even if it did (as Cir- 
cumſtances then ſtood) in a Thing that could nor 
really wait for one : For it is evident, by the very 


Act before you, that it was never intended to affect 


the Royal Act in any Manner at all, for any longer 
Term than that in which the Calamity ſubſiſted. 
And was it poſſible, between the Time in which 
the Calamity could be known, and the Time for 
paying the Salaries of the Clergy, ſtipulated by 
Law, to obtain the King's Aſſent to a. Repeal, at 
the Diſtance of 1000 Leagues? How then could 


your Lordſhip call the paſſing ſuch an Act an aſs | 
ſumed Power, to bind the King's Hands; a Power | 
to limit the King's Authority, &c. Are not theſe the 
moſt inflaming Expreſſions imaginable ? Do they 
rot aim at alienating the Affedtions of the Throne | 


from | 


— 
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from the Subject? And can a more dire Diſaſter 


befal any human Government than ſuch an Effect? 


What wall not the World then ſay of the Attempt, 
when they ſee the only Cauſe for complaining, was 
an Act of real Mercy and Compaſſion to the Com- 
munity in the Legiſlature, ſo dreadfully accuſed ? 
And when Clergymen, headed by their Dioceſan, 
ſhall ſtick at nothing, in oppoſing ſuch ſalutary 
Meaſures, who is there that will not conclude, 
that ſome prodigious Scheme of Extortion .mult 
have been diſappointed, from ſuch an unnatura 
Clamour ? | 
I ſhall now farther obſerve to your Lordſhip, a 
very ungenerous Step of yours, taken to alarm the 
B d, to whom you write, Notwithſtanding 
all the blackening Miſrepreſentations, and imbitter- 
ed Concluſions, with which you had endeavoured 
te envelope and diſguile the Act, you are apprehen- 
ſive that the Impreſſions you aimed at were not deep 
enough fixed to ſecure your Point; and therefore you 
take no ſmall Pains to repreſent the Act as the re- 
peated Attempt to Supremacy in the Legiſlature, by 
an earneſt Invocation to the B— d: Sure it is 
Time for us to look about us, and conſider the ſe- 
<« veral Steps lately taken, to the Dimi nution of the 
Prerogative and Influence of the Crown, c. lately; 
„ becauſe Virginia was, within a few Years paſt, a 
& very orderly and well regulated Colony, and lived 


„ in Submiſſion to the Power ſet over them.“ 


Very right, my Lord, they were ſo; and, to prove 
they are ſo ſtill, I do, in the Name of the whole 
Colony, challenge any Mortal on Earth to bring 


one Inſtance to the contrary. © They were all 


„Members of the Church of England, and no 
« Diſſenters among them ;** they were ſo indeed, 
my Lord, and are fo till, excepting a very few, 
with reſpect to the whole Community: But what 
of this? Do you mean that the BZ— d of T—de 

ſhould 


| 
| | 
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ſhould repreſent the trifling Inſtances of Toleration 
in Virginia, as Steps againſt the Prerogative and 
Influence of the Crown, when Toleration 'has the 
Sanction of Parliament in England? And when 
the late Sir William Gooch, as Governor, was pleaſ- 
ed to recommend all Indulgences of that Kind, 
from the very Chair of Sate ? Caa theſe Changes 
in Religion be brought as Inſtances of Di/oyalty 
and Diſobediencein the Country ? Or did your Lord- 
ſhip mention them as a Reaſon why the Clergy 
were not, as you think, now reſpefed and well uſed 
in the Country, as formerly ? It this was your In- 
tention, I muſt anſwer to you, that you attempt 
to aſſign a Cauſe for what does not really exiſt ; or, 
in other Words, is not true. My Lord, the 
Clergy are as much reſpected, even at this Day, 
as Men can be; in every Inſtance of virtuous Mild- 
neſs and decent Deportment ; and I appeal to every 
one of them, that has not diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
a very contrary Behaviour, for the Truth of the Aſ- 
ſertion. If you intended, by the Expreſſion, to 
repreſent the Legiſlature as proceeding againſt the 
Clergy, through a Diſlike to the eſtabliſhed Church, 
I mult ſay, my Lord, it is of a Piece with the reſt 
of your Letter—equally unjuſt ; for, whatever the 
particular Perſuaſion of ſome of them may be in 
religious Matters, it is certain they have given Proof 
that they did not in any Manner deſire to counte- 
"nance theſe Diſſentions, to the Prejudice of the 
Church of England: By firft diffulving one Vel- 
try, becauſe many of the Members of it had diſ- 
ſented from the Church; and then by paſſing an Act 
to remove every Perſon, that had embraced any 
of theſe new Notions of Religion, out of the ſeveral 
Veſtries in the Colony. 
Now, my Lord, fince you have taken Notice of 
ſome Diſſentions from the Church of England in 


this Colony, | will endeavour to aſſign a more plau- 
ſible 


1481 
ſible Reaſon for them than what you ſeem to point 
generally at: By hinting at ſome Diſreſpect, and ill 
Uſage to the Clergy, immediately after you had ob- 
ſerved that within a few Years paſt the Country were 
all Members of the Church of England, you not 
only leave Room for every body to conclude that 
there were now Diſſenters amongſt us, but alſo that 
the Diſreſpe& to the Clergy is to be imputed to 
that Diſſention ; but, my Lord, I am very unlucky 
in my Obſervations, for I am ſo far from thinking 
that the Diſreſpe& to the Clergy proceeded from 
Diſſention in Religion, that I cannot avoid ſaying 
that it was the Diſreſpect to ſome few of the Clergy 
that occaſioned the Diſſention; and really this ſeems 
to be the general Complexion of moſt Diſſentions, 
in the firſt Stages of them : The Miniſters of Re- 
ligion beget Diviſions, either by leaving the firſt 
Purpoſes of it in their Lives and Practice, or by 
. clouding it over with myſterious Interpretations ; 
but this is not the Point I now propoſe to reaſon 
upon. 

5 was much about the Year 1748 when theſe Diſ- 
ſentions began to gain Ground, and it was near 
the ſame Time that the Country loſt the Reverend 
Mr. James Blair, who had for a long while exer- 
ciled the Office of Commiſſary amongſt us; now, 
although I would be always cautious of Panegyrick, 
for fear of riſing too high, I muſt ſay that that 
Gentleman diſcovered, by his Behaviour, that he 
was the beſt qualified for the true Intention of thar 
Office, of any that have, or perhaps will, ſucceed 
him: He knew the Neceſſity of Connexion be- 
tween the Religious and the Civil Society, and, by 
being a perfect Maſter of the true Principles of 
both, it may be concluded, from his particular 
Conduct, that he always foreſaw that the Civil would 
never withdraw from the Influence of the Religious 
(whoſe connecting Purpoſe ſeems to be that of re- 

\ medying 
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medying the Imperfections of the Civil) unlefs 
compelled to it, by Steps that would introduce un- 
equal Diſtributions of Juſtice, according to the com- 
mon Notions of it; for, my Lord, although he 
could not but be acquainted that it was uſual for Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts at Home to take Cognizance of 
the Miſconduct of the Clergy, yet he choſe rather 
to ſuffer the Method of ſuch Enquiries to remain 
(as perhaps the Infancy of the Country had at firſt 
ſettled it) with the Governor and Council: So that, 
on due roof of Immorality or Irreligion, in any 
of the Order, it was always recommended to him, 
by that Board, to require the Removal of ſuch 
Miniſter out of the Pariſh z which, in Effect, 
amounted to a Deprivation, though perhaps not 
according to the Forms of Law. This, naturally, 
produced theſe two good Effects: Thoſe of the 
Clergy, who had fled tg the Calling, as the dernier 
Reſort for a Livelihood (and ſome ſuch will creep 
in, in Spight of the utmoſt Epiſcopal Caution) 
finding that their Behaviour would be. ſubject to an 
Enquiry, according to the common Rules of Juſ- 
ſtice, and that their Judges could not, from any 
Kind of funktional Connection, willingly reſolve 
1 Acts of Lewdneſs and Debauchery into Flights of 
1 innocent Gallantry, either accommodated their Be- 
haviour to the known Practice of Morality, and 
Decency in Office, or became really Men of pious 
| | Mt Diſpoſitons, embracing the Opportunities that offer- 
| 


10 ed of doing Good in their Pariſhes ; the People, 
| | who are ever ſtrongly acted on by Example, obſerv- 


ing ſuch a ſtrict Harmony between Life and Doc- 
trine, from the Amiableneſs of the one, were ſatis fi- 
| ed of the Truth of the other. In theſe Days, my 
0 | Lord, which I had almoſt ſaid are now over, Sec- 
| ll taries made ſome Efforts ; but, like Exoticks in 


| | an improper Clime, they withered as ſoon as thy 
2 


A 


"TR 
firſt Motions of Curio/ity in the Hearers were ſa- 
tisfied. 

But the Gentleman who ſucceeded Mr. Blair 
did not reaſon thus, and erected a Kind of Spiritual 
Court: Now, my Lord, although I do not diſpute 
the Legality of ſuch a Court, and allow that it has 
ſomething in its Inſtitution of the true Britiſb Prin- 
ciple, that of trying every Man by his Peers ; yer, 
if we conſider how unwilling Men of the ſame 
Function are to condemn one another, and, on the 
contrary, what Lengths they will run, and what 
Hazards they will encounter, to ſupport each other 
(of which your Lordſhip's Letter is a very ſignal 
Proof, if Reputation is any Thing, in the Compo- 
ſition of ſo great a Character) we cannot but own 
that it is a Court the moſt improper of any, to de- 
termine with regard to the Conduct of a Miniſter, 
and one Inſtance of ſuch affectionate Lenity isenough 
to deſtroy both the good Purpoles above-mentioned 
for Men of a depraved Turn will, depending on the 
Tenderneſs of ſuch Judges, preſently ſhake off 
every Reſtraint : And when the people once diſ- 


cover, that he who preaches Thou ſhalt not, Ec, is 


himſelf a Violator of thoſe very Commands un- 
cenſured, they then grow indifferent as to the Mode 
of his Religion, and are eaſily led away by any 
Wind of Doctrine that ſhall occaſionally ſtart up, 
and blow z and this, my Lord, will be found to be 
the real Cauſe of the preſent Growth of Diſſention 
amongſt us; and I cannot help obſerving, that 
whilſt Faith and Works went Hand in Hand, in In- 
ſtances of paſtoral Care, even W/þizfeld did but hum 
and buzz, and die away like the Inſect of the Day; 
but, when theſe ſeparated, and Faith had nothing 


to diſtinguiſh it from the Emptineſs of Sound in the 


Preacher, a Davies was then able to colleck his Ad- 
mirers. | 
D | But 
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But there are ſome, I own, who do not heſitate 
to ſay, that the Ordination of ſo many of late Years, 
that have been bred up in diſſenting Churches, has 
been no ſmall Step towards the Growth of Diſſen- 
tion; becauſe, ſuch are ſeldom deeply enough 
grounded in Epiſcopal Principles, to defend the 
Church from the Artifice and Sophiſtry of its Op- 
poſers. And, of Courſe, their Progreſs muſt needs 
be great, againſt ſuch weak Advocates. However, 
as it is frequently ſeen, that although theſe Converts 
to Epiſcopacy have principally in their View the 
*Proviſion that is made by Law for Miniſters of 
the Church of England, yet, few of them are ſo 
generous as to own it 3 and, in order to diſguiſe 
the real Motive of their Converſion the more, they 
take every Opportunity of ſhewing that they are ac- 
tuated purely by a Call of the Spirit, and become 
excellent Belligerents againſt thoſe whom they de- 
ſerted : For theſe Reaſons, I ſay, I cannot agree to 
condemn the Ordination of ſuch, being ſatisfied 
that the Want of a particular Education to fupport 
the Cauſe, is ſufficiently compenſated by occa/tonal 
Zeal' for it; and, if the Church could ſtand in 
Need of any Art or Stratagem, I cannot but think 
that ſuch Ordination is no impolitick one. 

The Concluſion you make to this Paragraph, 
comes next to be conſidered : The Country, you 
« ſay, ſeems to have nothing more at Heart than 
* to leſſen the Influence of the Crown, and the 
& Maintenance of the Clergy ; both which Ends 
vill be effectually ſerved, vᷣy the Act now under 
& Conſideration. As tothe Maintenance of the 
Clergy, it ſeems very- odd that a Remedy,.only 
intended for a preſent accidental Evil, and not cal- 
culated for any Thing farther, ſhould meet with 
ſuch Quackery in Argument, as to be repreſented 
to extend to Things that cannot be affected by it, 


even as a Precedent, but under a like Accident; 
which 


[19 ] 
which it ſeems n ſo uncommon, as not to have 
happened more than twice, for a great Number of 
Years paſt: As to its leſſening the Influence of the 
Crown, my Lord, I do ſuppoſe you can only mean 
with Reſpect to the Effect that it has on the Act 
that had received the Royal Aſſent. I have al- 


ready ſaid enough on this Head to ſhew that, what- 


ever the Effect was, it was a Thing abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be done, and therefore juſt in itſelf, and 
of Courſe no Diminution of the Authority of the 
Crown; I ſhall only add that, beſides the Neceſſity 
of paſſing the Act, and the real Aid that it gave 
to the Royal Act before-mentioned, it ought to be 
confidered that it was doing nothing more than, 
you muſt allow, would have been tonſented to by 
his Majeſty, who has been ever ſtudious to ap- 
prove himſelf the indulgent Miniſter of Happineſs 
to thoſe whom Gop has been pleaſed to place in 
Subjection to him: The doing of that, therefore, 
which would have been agreed to, joined with the 
Neceſſity of doing it, ſo as to give it an immediate 
Effect, cannot, by any Body but your Lordſhip, 
be called a leſſening the Authority of the Crown; 
for nothing of the Sort can be a Precedent, but un- 
der the like governing Circumftance; and the go- 
verning Circumſtance here could only be the In- 
poſſibility of procuring the Crewn's Aſſiſtance 
Time enough to ſtem the Torrent that we now, 
too well, diſcover was coming down upon us. 
To argue from evi] Conſequences generally, in ſuch 
a Caſe, is little ſhort of cutting down a Tree really 
profitable in itſelf, leſt Weeds might poſſibly 


grow under the Shadotv of its Boughs ; the great 


Prudence of which Step I ſhall leave to your 
Lordſhip's peculiar Pen, to demonſtrate to the 

World, and proceed with your Letter. 
It was not till the Year 1748 that this Spirit 
began to ſhew itſelf, at which Time an Act of 
+ Þ « Aſſembly 
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+'Afembly paſſed, and the Patronages of all the 
Livings in the Colony were taken from the 
Crown, and given to the Veſtries in the ſeveral 
« Pariſhes; and yet this Act received the Royal 

Aſſent, upon what Inducements I know not: 
But it was oblervable, that the Aſſembly did not 
care to attack the Rights of the Crown, and 
that of the Clergy, at the fame Time; and 
therefore, in the ſame Act of 1748, there is the 
ſtrongeſt Confirmation of the Clergy's Right to 
their full Proportion of Tobacco, without any 
„ Diminution whatever; which Proviſion was 
meant to ſilence the Complaints of the Clergy, 
againſt the other Part of the A& : And Reaſon 
they had to complain, when, inſtead of the 
Royal Authority, they were put under the 
t Power of the Veſtries, and made ſubject to the 
„ Humour of the People.” 

This Paragraph, my Lord, is a farther convinc- 
ing Proof of your Malevolence to the Country 
for, it is not only the Act under your Conſidera— 
tion, but it ſeems every other A& in which a 
Clergyman may poſlibly be included, that you 
deſign to brand with a zreaſonable Tendency; and 
even the Act in 1748, although you are ſenſible of 
the great Service 1t was of to the Clergy, and not- 
withſtanding it had received the Royal Approba- 
tion; and, I may add, although you have laboured 
ſo. much to preſerve it from the leaſt Alteration 
imaginable, even in a Caſe of the moſt urgent Ne- 

ceſſity; yet, I ſay, this Act cannet eſcape your 
Rancour. Your Charge againſt it is really divert- 
ing; you ſay the Patronages of all the Livings 
were by it taken ſrom the Crown, and given to the 
Veſtries : Pray, my Lord, is all Patronage inherent 
in the Crown? If not, may it not be poſſible that the 
Subjects in the Britiſh Plantations may have as juſt a 
Right to them as the Subjects 1 in England + 4 Again, 
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is not the Building and endowing of Churches looked 
upon, in the Law, as a good Purchaſe of ſuch Pa- 
tronages? Nay, were they not originally given as 
an Encouragement to ſuch pious Diſpoſitions? Is 
not then the building and endowing, in Virginia, as 


good a Purchale as it is in England? And as the 


Pariſhes here do all build and endow, and the Veſ- 
tries are the legal Guardians of their Rights, had 
the Act in 1748 really done, as you ſay it did, was 
it not doing Juſtice? And was 1t not poſſible that 
his Majeſty might have then as proper a Know- 
ledge of his own Right, as he may have now? Or 
are you, Sir, the only competent Judge ? 
Why then do you hint your Surprize, that his 
Majeſty had confirmed that Act? But now, 
my Lord, you muſt excuſe me; you are pro- 
digiouſly miſtaken in that Act, and I am not a 
little aſtoniſhed that there ſhould be ſo glaring a 
Proof of your Miſtake as the Act itſelf, however 
it has happened : In the firſt Place, theſe Patrona- 
ges were always held and enjoyed by the Veſtries, 
and we do not find it was a Thing ever diſputed, 
but in the Days of one Governour ſome Time 
paſt, who made an Attempt to take them from 
ſome of the Veſtries, I do ſuppoſe as Ordinary 
here; upon which they conſulted the beſt Council 
in England, * and on their Advice, that the Patro- 
nages belonged by Law to the Veſtries, the Veſtries 
kept them, and nothing more was heard of the 
Diſpute, as I have learned: Would it not then have 


been trifling in the Country to have acknowledged 


ſuch a Right diſputable, by endeavouring to get it 
confirmed by an Act of Aſſembly? How could 
they be ſure the King would conſent to it? And 
where was the Neceſſity of uſing any Art at all, 
eſpecially ſuch an expenſive one as the advancing 

the 


* Si: Edward Nerthey, Attorney-General in the Year 1718, 
and others. 
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22 
the Clergymens Salaries for ever, to obtain the 
Confirmation of a Thing that they had always been 
in Poſſeſſion of; and when I come to conſider the 
Act, a Thing that will appear to be ſcarcely of 
T wo-pence Value to any Veſtry whatever, what 
then can be the Deſign of making ſuch an Obſer- 
vation as that of the Country's meaning to filence the 
Complaints of the Clergy? Indeed, my Lord, no- 
thing but mere Malice; and, like the Chancery 
Draughtſman, you choſe to throw Abundance of 
Dirt, that ſome may ſtick : But, in Spight of ſuch 


unprecedented Rage, the Act is clear from every 


ſuch Reflection; there is no Notice taken in it of 

any Doubt as to the Right of Patronage ; but, on 
the contrary, by the ſtrongeſt Implication poſſible, 
it ſhews that that was a Thing clear from all Kind 
of Doubt in the Country, by fayihg, whereas it is 
doubted how long the Right of Preſentation of a 
Miniſter to a Pariſh remains in the Veſtries in this 
Colony ; Words, my Lord, that muſt convince 
all Mankind, but your Lordſhip, that ſuch Right 
was in the Veſtries before the Act: But it was 
a Doubt how long they could keep the Churches 
vacant, which is a Right no Patron holds any lon- 
ger than a reaſonable Term for providing another, 
becauſe againſt the Intention of erecting a Church 
for publick Worſhip. Now, as Patrons in Eng- 
land are limitted to ſix Months after any Vacancies 


happen, and as we have frequently no Clergymen 


in the Country unprovided for, it was realonable 


to think that ſome Doubt might ariſe about it, as 
fix Months muſt needs be too ſhort a Time given 


for providing another Miniſter z therefore, to pre- 
vent that Right of Preſentation elapſing, for Want 
of the Veſtries preſenting within ſix Months, the 
Act ſays, ** Be it enacted, that the ſole Right of 


„ Preſentation ſhall be and remain in the ſeveral 


« Veſtries, for and during the Term of 12 
| Months, 


[ 23 ] 
« Months, next after a Vacancy ſhall happen, in 
de their reſpective Pariſhes.*”* Thus, my Lord, 
you may ſee clearly, if you pleaſe, that the Act 
has taken no Patronage from the Crown; but 
perhaps, although you accuſe generally, you mean 
particularly, as to extending the Time from fix 
Months, as it is in England, to 12 Months, by 
which Means the King 1s now and then kept from 
preſenting; if ſo, my Lord, conſider the Juſtice 
of the Thing: Is it not unjuſt that a Man ſhall 
have a Right by Law, and yet be ſo ſituated as to 
loſe by Law too the Advantage of it, 19 Times 
out of every 20 that ſuch Advantage may ariſe? 
And would not this be the Caſe as to Virginia, if 
the Pariſhes were obliged to preſent in ſix Months, 


or loſe their Right of Preſentation for that Va- 


cancy ? Becauſe, it would be impoſlible to provide 
a Miniſter from England in ſo ſhort a Time, 
could they be immediately ſent for, on any 
Vacancies happening; but in England it is not 
ſo: There Miniſters are numerous, and it 1s 
more than probable every poor Parſon's Health 
is as narrowly watched as ever ſome People 
have watched a farrowing Sow for a Tythe 
Pig, that another may be ready to ſtep in, on the 
firft Sound of the Paſiing-be!]. Beſides, my Lord, 
it really ſeems neceſſary that ſome Caution ſhould 
be uſed in the Choice of Spiritual Teachers; and, 
where Men are mere Strangers, and often come in 
with borrowed Characters, or ſuch as are obtained 
by troubleſome Importunities, leſs than 12 Months 
cannot be Time enough to diſcover their Diſpoſi- 
tions and Capacities in: This I ſay, on the Pre- 
ſumption that it is at leaſt as neceſſary to entertain 
a good Opinion of the Phyſician to the Soul as it 
is to that of the Body, which ſome Folks think 
is no ſmall Step towards a Cure. And now, my 

Lord, let me aſk of what real Value is this * 
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of Patronage to the Veſtries here? Not Two- 
pence, verily. In other Parts of the World, by 
the Help of a little Species of Simony, it may be, 
or where a Perſon wants to aſſiſt a very deſerving 
Gentleman of the Cloth; but, in Virginia, we are 
not ſo much improved in ſacerdoral Craft: And as 
to befriending a particular Favourite, that but rare- 
ly can happen, unleſs he ſhould be in the Country 
at the Time of the Vacancy; but on the contrary, 
it is too frequently ſeen, after the 12 Months are 
near expired, it is nothing more than a Kind of 
Hobſan's-· Choice, him or none; and, can your Lord- 
ſhip really think it was worth while making ſuch 
a Purchaſe, or robbing either the Crown, or your 
Lordſhip, of it? But, ſo it ſeems you were deter- 
mined to treat every Act that did but ſquint at a 
Parſon, though it was to invite him to a good 
Table. 

Again, you not only charge the Legiſlature in 
that Act (by giving the Sugar-Plumb you men- 
tion) with endeavouring to ſilence the Clergy's 
Complaints againſt the Attack made on the Rights 
of the Crown, but alſo ſeemingly, with blinding 
their. Eyes, in the Attack that they intended to 
make on their own Rights: Indeed, my Lord, 
this wonderful Sagacity of yours, in ſcenting out 
latent Deſigns (in Facts ſo diametrically contrary 
to ſuch Deſigns) puts me in mind of ,one of Gulli- 
ver's Iſlands, the Inhabitants of which were ſo chy- 
mically dextrous, as to extract Sun-Beams out of 
Cucumbers; allow me but the ſame Liberty in 
arguing, and I will undertake to bring every 
Biſhop in England under the ſame Cenſure, that 
you have endeavoured to caſt on the Legiſlature of 
Virginia. However, your Lordſhip has this to ſay 
for it, that it is but the old Way of doing Things, 
when Perſons have a bad Cauſe to handle, 


There 


"On | 
There is a farther Difficulty in your Obſervati- 


ons, to reconcile with the Act as it really is: You 


ſay the Clergy had Reaſon to complain of it; 
<« for, inſtead of the Royal Authority, they were 
put under the Power of the Veſtries, and made 
« „ Eibiet to the Humours of the People.“ I ſhall 
readily agree that the Royal Authority is at all 
Times the moſt eligible ; but I cannot ſee any Thing 
relative to the Royal Authority in the Act, nor of 
the Authority of Veſtrics, other than what ſome 
Body muſt have had, had the King been the Patron. 
The Veſtries are obliged to preſent within 12 
Months; in this there can be no Authority over a 
Miniſter till one is preſented, or received; and 
when that is done, the Miniſter is under no Au- 
thority whatever, by that Act; he has all the Tem- 
poralities appertaining to the Living veſted imme- 
diately in him: How then, for Gop's Sake, can he 
be ſubject to the Humours of the People? There is 


indeed a Clauſe, to oblige the Miniſters to keep and 


leave the Tenement in Repair; and this, as I ſaid 
before, muſt have been ſo, had the King been 


Patron, fer the Benefit of the next Incumbent : And, 


to go through with the Clauſe, the Veſtries are im- 
powered, if they judge the Miniſter has not com- 
mitted any wilful Waſte, to make the Repairs at 
the Charge of the Pariſhes. This, for what I know, 
your Lordſhip may call an Authority in the Vel. 
tries; but then it is ſuch an one that! ſhould ima- 
gine every Incumbent would be thankful for, as it 
gives him a very good Opportunity of eſcaping the 
Expence of repairing; and, if I do not 3 it 
is a Favour ſhewn them that few have in England: 
But this I refer to your —— s better Judge: 
ment. 

Indeed, my Lord, if you have found out any 
Cauſe for the Clergy's complaining of this Act, you 
may find one for their complaining of any Act that 

can 
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[ 26 ] 
can be made; for if the particular Hiſtory of the 
Time when it was made ought to be of any Weight 
in the Point, nothing 1s more certain than that, in- 
ſtead of its being a Day of Diſreſpect to the Clergy, 
it was one of the greateſt Favours imaginable to them: 
Before that Act, it was too much to be doubted. 
whether they could maintain any Action for the 
Temporalities of the Livings, through the Want 


of Induction; which, in Spight of any contrary 


Determinations, was certainly the only Thing that 
could fix the Freeholds in them, according to the 
Laws of England; and it 1s to be proved, that the 
particular Friends of the Clergy (I might add the 
Commiſſary then acting) ſeeing that Law would 
one Day take Place, and that Induction had been 
generally neglected, fell on this Scheme of fixing 
the Freeholds to a ſimple Reception only by the 
Veſtries of the Miniſters into their Pariſhes, both 
with reſpect to thoſe who ſhould be received after 
the paſſing the Act, as alſo to all who had been re- 
ceived before the Act. And herein your Lordſhip 
may aſſure yourſelf there was much Grace ſhewn to 
ſome who, it is to be feared, would have failed of 
Induction, had the Act been ſilent as to its re- 
troſpective Senſe : From hence you may be able to 
conjecture the Inducements that lead to the con- 
firming this Act, by the Royal Pen; it was a 
reviſed Act, and looked upon as a very kind 
one to the Clergy ; and, no Doubt, if any particu- 
lar Solicitation was made Uſe of, it muſt have come 
from thoſe for whoſe ſingular Advantage it was 
ſolely enacted. I hope now even your Lordſhip 
will admit, that this Act is ſufficiently diſcharged 
from all treaſonable Attempts, againſt either Church 
or State, To proceed with your Letter. 

«© That no Good was finally intended the Clergy 


ce is manifeſt from hence; that no ſooner were they 
* in Poſſeſſion of the Patronages, but they wanted 


« alſo 
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£6 alſo to be abſolute Maſters of the Maintenance of 


* the Clergy : in which Attempt they proceeded 
& warily, and endeavoured to bring in the Scheme 


& by Degrees: And accordingly, in the Year 1755 © 


« the Clergy in the Counties of Princeſs- Anne and 
& Norfolk were deprived of their Tobacco, and 
forced to accept of a Compenſation in Money, 
& much to their Loſs.**. 

Thus does the Strain of Malevolence go on from 
Paragraph to Paragraph; and where there is ſuch an 
unaccountable Genius for Suſpicion, 1t 1s not much 
to be wondered at; but, my Lord, ſee your Un- 
happineſs in the Inſtances that you bring, to mani- 
feſt your Aſſertions. | have juſt now ſcoured one 
Act of the filthy Dirt that was caſt upon it, and 


another preſents itſelf, but as pure as the other 
really was: That Act in 1733, which you allude 


to, paſſed at the particular Deſire of Parſons, and 
every Body in thoſe Counties; and the Reaſons 
given were very good: They are Counties very lit- 
tle, if any Thing, concerned in making Tobacco, 


but moſtly engaged in foreign Trade; therefore it 


was thought reaſonable to indulge them in paying 
their Dues in Money ; and can there be any Force 
to the willing Mind? Volenti non fit injuria, is a 
Maxim that cannot be robbed even by your Lord- 
ſhip, of its own Juſtice; but, right or wrong, as 
there was a Parſon in the Counties, it muſt needs 
be with you an Act of great Violence: Oh! what a 
cunning Thing it was in this artful Legiſlature, by 
paſſing ſuch an Act as this, to bring in their Schemes 
warily, and by Degrees. Indeed, my Lord, if 
you think them cunning, you muſt give me Leave 
to ſay, had they ſuch a Deſign as you hint at, they 
muſt needs have been mere Aſſes to be ſeven Years 
Plotting againſt the Clergy, and produce nothing 


more than this pitiful Act, to give the People, in 
thoſe two Counties only, leave to pay their Levies 
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[ 28 ] 
in Money: It was really a very cunning Obſerva- 
tion, and worthy of him who made it ; but ſeven 
Years are nothing, a mere Moment, with your 
Lordſhip. ** No ſooner were they in Poſſeſſion of 

«© the Patronages, but they wanted allo to be ab- 
& fſolute Maſters of the Maintenance of the Clergy.” 
The Patronages, you ſay, they took in 1748 3 
and this very cunning Act, my Lord, was made in 
1755; however, it was moving gradually to the 
Point. Riſum teneatis amici? The Letter goes on thus: 

* The ſame Year produced a general Act, but 
© a temporary one, and was followed by very ex- 
<« traordinary Reſolutions of the Council; the Caſe 
„was this: The Aſſembly paſſed the AR; ; when 
« jt came to the Governour for his Aſſent, he bog- 
te gled at it; and, for his own Security, thought 
<< proper to adviſe with the Council; ; that is, with 
ic the very Perſons who had been the very Pro- 
& moters of it. He tells them, he apprehended 
sit interfered with the Law confirmed by his Ma- 
e jeſty, in regard to the Allowance provided for 
ee the Clergy. ? 

This Act, my Lord, is of the ſame Kind with 
that under your Conſideration, which gave Riſe to 
this prodigious Letter; 3 that is, it was an Act to 
provide for the Poor, in a Time of great Scarcity, 
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| | and needs no other Arguments to explain and juſti- 
f fy the paſſing of it, than what have been already ad. | 

113 vanced: As to the Story that you tell about it, it 

6 was not impoſſible but the Governour might have 

j f his Doubts upon paſſing it, or perhaps (to hit your 

105 Lordſhip with a proper Word to ſuit with your 


boggling) ſome Prieſt had dinged it in his Ears, 
that it did interfere with the Act confirmed by his 
Majeſty ; and was it not prudent in him to adviſe 
with the Council, whom his 3 muſt have ap- 
pointed for all ſuch Purpoſes? But, it ſeems, his 
Fault lay in the ſuppoſed A of adviſing 
with 
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[ 29 ] 
with the very Perſons who had been the very Pro- 
moters of the Act: From whence is this collected? 
Does the Act ſay ſo? Or do the Copies of the 
Council-Books take Notice of any ſuch Thing ? 
I am perſuaded not; and indeed, my Lord, for 
the Sake of Truth, I muſt deny that they were the 
Prometers of the Act. Such Acts can only be ne- 
ceſſary in a general Calamity ; and the People are 
too ſenſible of ſuch Evils, to leave their Caſe to any 


Set of Men, without any particular Addreſſes for 


Relief : How then can the Council, or any others, 
be particularly characterized, as the Promoters of 
ſuch Acts? But now, for Argument-Sake, I will 
allow the Council were the Promoters of the Act; 
and aſk your Lordſhip, whether there is any Thing 
in promoting Actsfof general Good, that can de- 
preciate the Advice which they muſt be ſuppoſed 
to have conſidered in Matters of ſuch uni- 
verſal Concern ? Or whether they were not 
really acting more in Character in adviſing, as they 
did, in ſuch an Affair, than your Lordſhip ſeems 
to have been, when you made the Obſervation ? 
Or whether they were not as proper to adviſe with 
in the Caſe, as one who ſhews himſelf fo attached 
to but a very few Individuals, as to endeavour to 
pave the Way to egregious Extortion on a whole 
Community, for their Sakes alone ? But, my Lord, 
ſuppoſe every Thing you ſay with regard to that 
Act to be true, it was manifeſt that it did not, 
even in your Senſe of Words, take from or leſſen 
the Maintenance of the Clergy ; for, upon the 
finiſhing of the Crop of that Year, it was found 
to be much larger than it was imagined it would 
have been; and the Price given by the Act was 
greater than what the Commodity generally ſold 
for, even in that Year, Now, to proceed with 
your Letter. | | 
: « Here 
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Here the Caſe is fairly ſtated : It is admitted 
&* that the Maintenance of the Clergy had the 
„King's Confirmation, and that the Governor, by 
* his Inſtructions, is reſtrained from altering it; 
* but it ſeems the Act confirmed by his Majeſty 
* appointed 16,000 lb. of Tobacco, to each 


* Clergyman, and the Act upon which this Ad- 


vice was aſked, took no Notice of the Quantity 
* of Tobacco allowed the Clergy, but made it 
* ſubje&t to a Compenſation in Money, which 
« was rated by the very Perſons who were liable 
to the Payment of the whole; and upon this 
«. Circumſtance the Council gave their Judge- 
ment, and declared it was the Opinion of the 


Board, that this Bill was not contradictory to 


„that Law, inaſmuch as it by no Means leſſened 
„the Quantity of Tobacco allowed the Clergy, 
„ but only aſcertained the Price thereof, to be 
paid in Money for all Dues, as well to Officers, 
Here your Lordſhip ſeems to ſhew a great Dex- 
terity in ſtating Things, ſo as they may chime in 
with what you want to conclude, The Act, it is 
owned, lad the Royal Aſſent; and the-Gover- 
nour, by his I:ſtructions, is reſtrained generally 
from conſenting to Acts that alter or repeal thoſe 
to which the Aſſent has been obtained ; but as this 
does not poſitively prove that ſuch Inſtruftion is 
invariably. to be obſerved in all Cafes whatever, I 
can never admit that the Governour was reſtrained 
from altering that Act: Becauſe, as I have fore 
argued, and I am perſuaded very juſtly too, that 
would be making an Inſtruction to deſtroy the 
Country, which can never be preſumed to be a 
Part of the Royal Intentions. In ſuch inſtances, 
therefoie, my Lord, I do, from the Dictates of 
common Senſe, deny your State of- the Caſe ; 
| neither 
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neither can J ſee, from what you have related, 
how you have got the ſecond Point laid down: 
The Governour, it is true, doubted that he was re- 
ſtrained by his Inſtructions from paſſing the Act, 


becauſe he thought it did interfere with the Act 


that had received the Royal Confirmation. But, to 
reaſon fairly, is never to draw certain Concluſions 
from unſettled Doubts; and that his were ſuch is 
beyond Contradiction, from your Lordſhip's 
Words; for, you ſay, he boggled at it: Now, my 
Lord, a Man that is only boggling can never be 
in a State of Certainty; and it is farther evident, 


by his adviſing with the Council upon it, that 


he only doubted, As to the Council, it 1s plain 
they ſay nothing about the Governour's being re- 
ſtrained from altering that Act; for that was not 
really the Point confidered.! It was only whe- 
ther the Act in 1755 interfered with that which 
had received the Royal Aſſent, ſo as to bring it 


within the Spirit and Intention of that Inſtruction; 


this, I ſay, is clear from the Reaſons you quote, 
given by them to the Governour, I ſhould 
not have taken ſo much Notice of this Part of the 
Paragraph, but that I ſaw the Sophiſtry of it, 
leading directly to prove a Concluſion you wanted 
to draw from it, which begins your next Paragraph: 
a Concluſion that you have really been fludying 
quite through your Letter, that of making the 
Legiſlature aſſume a Supremacy z and here the Go- 
vernour and Council are to be hooked in by it, to 
avow that Supremacy : But, my Lord, I hope I 
ſhall convince the impartial Reader, that my Coun- 
try has been juſt and dutiful, let my Lord - 
Biſhop write as he pleaſes. 

I will now, as I promiſed, ſhew your Unhappi- 
neſs in flearing * where none can decently join with 


you 
® Ant. P+ 11. 


1. 
you: You ſay the Act in 1735 made the Clergy- 
mens Salaries ſettled in Tobacco ſubject to a Com- 
penſation in Money, which was rated by the very 
Perſons who were liable to the Payment of the 
whole: As theſe were none other than the Aſſembly, 
you muſt excuſe me, if I ſay your Lordſhip is egre- 
giouſly miſtaken, in the Manner you muſt intend 
the Expreſſion; for it would be beneath the moſt 
quibbing Solicitor to ſay, that as the Aſſembly are 
the Repreſentatives. of the People, and the People 
are to pay theſe Salaries, theretore a Compenſation 
ſettled by the Repreſentatives is a Compenſation 
ſettled by thoſe who are to pay the whole. This, 
I hope, is no Part of your Lordſhip's Logick ; 
therefore I call ita Miſtake; but*tis nevertheleſs made 
Uſe of to ſerve your wonted Purpoſe of Reflexion. 
Theſe Salaries are levied on all Tithables, in every 
Pariſh, above 16 Years of Age; and as there are 
not more than 100 Men who compoſe the Aſſem- 


| bly, allow every Member to have a very pretty 


Eſtate in Tithables, and it would puzzle your 
Lordſhip. to prove that the Perſons who ſettled the 
Compenſation, were liable to the Payment of one 
Tenth, nay, one Twentieth, of the Clergymens Sa- 
laries : And pray, who would your Lordſhip ap- 
point to ſettle them? Suppoſe that it was neceſſary 
in England, that the Rate of any particular Thing 
relative to the whole Community ſhould be ſettled, 
what Body of Men would you judge ſo reaſonably 
and naturally juſt to do it, as the Parliament ? Is 
it not, therefore, as juſt in the General-Afſembly 
of Virginia to do it, in Caſes that may require it 
here? Yes, my Lord, and you would acknowledge 
it, could we but change the Point; that is, could 
we but ſuppoſe the Act in 1748 had allotted 16,000 
Ib. of Tobacco to each Clergy man, on the expreſſ- 
ed Condition only of making the Commodity in a 
certain ſettled Proportion per Tithable : You 2 
thin 
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33 
think the Aſſembly both juſt, and generous; in 
ſubſtituting Two · pence per Pound in Times of ſuch 
Scarcity as has been felt in Virginia; but if, becauſe 
the Aſſembly are to pay theſe Salaries, they are im- 
proper Perſons to ſettle ſuch Compenſations, what 
were they when the Act was made? Certainly they 
were equally improper, to eſtabliſh any Salary 
and ſo, my Lord, I could lead you into the ma- 
nifeſt Abſurdity of denying Parliaments, in any 
Part of the World, to be the proper Powers for 
raiſing Supplies, and every Thing elſe, wherein 


they are concerned as Perſons paying the ſame. But, 


I will turn to your Letter. 

« This Declaration is a formal Judgment, in 
te the Caſe ſtated between the Crown and the Power 
« of the Aſſembly: The Lieutenant- Governour 
de wanted ſomething of an Excuſe, for what he 
« ſtrongly inclined to do; and a very fad one they 
« furniſhed him with: What made him fo zealous 
« in the Caſe, I pretend not to judge; but ſurely 
« the great Change which manifeſtly appears in 
« the Temper and Diſpoſition of the People in 
ec that Colony, in the Compaſs of a few Yeacs, 
« deſerves highly to be conſidered ; and the more 
“ ſo, as the Deputy-Governour and Council ſeem 
© to act in Concert with the People, and lend 
« their Authority to ſupport their unreaſonable 
„ Demands: And one would think, upon Con- 
«& ſjderation of ſome late Tranſactions there, that 
e the Deputy-Governours thought themſelves ob- 
e liged, upon their firſt Entrance, to make a Pre- 
„ ſent to the Veſtries of the Maintenance of the 
„ Clergy, the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop, and the 
„ Supremacy and Rights of the Crown.” 

As the Point your Lordſhip has been all a long 


labouring at comes now pretty near to its Conclu- 
ſion, I will endeavour to put you together a little, 


that the Reader may take a full View of your Ar- 
guments: 


— - 


that the Caſe (I ſuppoſe you mean between the 


was ſettled by 4 of Aſſembly, confirmed by his Ma- 
Je | | 
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Order of Men in the Country, but the Clergy, 
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ments : You have ſaid, in the former Paragraph, 


Crown and the Aſſembly) was fairly ſtated, and 
this is the State that you give of it: | 
It is admitted that the Maintenance of the Clergy 


It is admitted that the Governour is reſtrained, by 
his Inſtructions, from altering that Act; the Council 
and Governour, however, paſſed a Law in 1755 (not- 
withſtanding they allow the Fats above) that did alter 
the Aft : Therefore | 
The Governour and Council have declared, that the 
Power of the Aſſembly is greater than the Authority 
of the Crown. „ 

This my Lord, is your Argument, and it is what 
you have really endeavoured at; but who is there, 
from what has been ſaid, that does not ſee the Art 
with which you have drawn Things out. I have 
already ſhewn that your ſecond Thing, admitted as 
you call it, was an Invention of your own; and it is 
ſo far from being admitted, that it might be poſt- 
tively proved to be abſurd, was it neceſſary ; and 
as the Caſe really is, it was denyed by the Coun- 
cil that the Act in 1755 did alter that which had 
received the Royal Aﬀent : From whence, then, 
did your Lordſhip get this formal Judgement, as 
you call it, between the Authority of the Crown, 
and the Power of the Aſſembly? Really, my Lord, 


tions. You have laboured, in every ungenerous 
Manner, ſometimes againſt the Rules of common 
Senſe, ſometimes againſt evident Facts, and ſome- 
times (with more Sophiſtry then ever Feſuits made 
Uſe of) to draw ſevere Cenſures againſt every 


whom you ſeem to reſolve to ſerve at all Ad- 
ventures. The Governour, you ſay, wanted ſome- 
thing 


33- 
thing of an Excuſe, for what he was ſtrongly in 
clined to do: My Lord, I was never a great Ad- 
mirer of that Gentleman's Conduct here; but Me- 
rit, with me, is ſomething like Cz/ar*s Tribute; 
J love to render it, to whomſoever it is due; and 
in this Inſtance he really merited much, although 
your Lordſhip has thought proper to give it a 
Turn of Ridicule : You ſay he was ſtrongly in- 
clined to paſs that Act; and had he not the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons in the World for it? The Prayers 
of a whole Community, as it muſt appear to him. 
And what better Excuſe could he have for it, had 
Things been even as you repreſent them? 1s it not 
the Pleaſure of Princes to liſten to, and relieve, 
the Complaints of their Subjects? Would a Xeno- 


phon, or a Fenelon, omit taking Notice of ſuch an 


inſtance of Divine Patriotiſm in the Character of a 
Cyrus, or an Idomeneus ? And can it be criminal, 
not culpable (for that would be too modeſt a Term 
for the Offence you hint at) in the Delegate of a 
King to imitate his Royal Maſter, as near as poſ- 
fible, in ſuch an original Virtue? Why then do 
you affect Ignorance, as to the Motive of his Zeal ; 
Indeed, my Lord, for no other Reaſon but becauſe 
you would be confiſtent quite through your Letter. 
You ſet out with a full Cry, that the Clergy were 
in Danger, and you were reſolved to hunt down 
all Truth and Virtue that ſtood in your Way ; 
Things that would have convinced any Man, 
calmly diſpoſed, that he was miſtaken : When an 
Action is really good io itſelf, Chriſtianity forbids 
us to hunt for evil Motives ; it is malicious to do 
ſo; however, ſome of your Lordſhip's Words 
amount to this, or they have no Meaning: One 
* would think, upon Conſideration of ſame late 
© Tranſa&tions, that the Deputy-Governours 
thought themſelyes obliged, upon their firſt En- 
«© trance, to make a Preſent, Cc.“ It ſeems, DF 
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[ 36 ] 
this Word obliged, as if you intended to convey an 
Idea of ſome Species of Bribery in the Caſe. It 
muſt be owned, my Lord, that at Mr, Dinwiddze's 
firſt coming *, the Aſſembly preſented him with the 
Sum of J. 500 as a Compliment ; but then it 
ſhould be remembered, that it was done . with fo 
much Reluctancy, that he could not entertain any 
farther Expectations; and, I believe, he hardly 
bore ſuch Favours in his Mind fo long as three | 
Years after, when the Act paſſed , which you | 
have laſt taken Notice of: He was ſeldom to be 
tempted to make Preſent of Things, even of a tri- 
fling Nature, much leſs thoſe that it was his Duty 
to keep ſacred; witneſs the Piſtole Fee, exacted 
immediately after the Preſent. Thus far I have 


ſpoken of that Gentleman; but as to Mr. Fauquier, 


1 ſhall preſently be a little more particular in my 
Obſervations on the ſame Expreſſions. 

Let me now touch upon that Chimera, that Bug- 
bear, that you have raiſed in this Paragraph: 
The great Change that manifeſtly appears in the 
«© Temper and Diſpoſition of the People in the 
Colony, within theſe few Years :”* My Lord, 
what have you ſeen to alarm you? What are the 
unreaſonable Demands, that the Governour and 
Council are lending their Authority to ſupport ? Is 
it to ruin the Maintenance of the Clergy ? That 
can be in no Danger; it can never be affected, but 
In very ſcarce Years; and then only in common 
with the reſt of Mankind ; and at a Price, you 
ſee, that no Man can complain much of, that 
has but a tolerable Share of Humanity : Becauſe i it 
will amount to a good Competency, even in a dead 
Time. Is the Church deſerted? My Lord, ex- 
cuſe my Arrogance in adviſing: Secure the Vir- 
tue and Decency of the Miniſtry; ſtop the Hand 


* 1752. T 1755» 


of 
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of Ordination, but upon the moſt known Recom- 
mendations ; check the vicious Practice of lending 
of Titles out of Livings alreacy filled, by which 
the Church is often diſgraced with Meanneſs; and, 
for the Reaſons already given, revive not the Spi- 
ritual Court: And you will then ſee the wandering 
Flocks gathered to their former Folds, when the 
Shepherds and they are one. This, my Lord, I 
ſay not with a Deſire of reflect ing againſt the Order; 
no, good Men I reverence, and have a Satisfaction 


in their Intimacy; but the Villain and Debauchee 


are ſurely none of Chriſt's Servants; and methinks, 
he who ſhall hurl about the Thunder * of an em- 
battled Jupiter, is leſs to be admired than him who 
moves you by the affectionate Exhortations of a 
dying Jeſus +. Mildneſs invites to Peace, Love 
and Duty ; but Horrour plunges into Confuſion 
and Deſpair ; which will be the Caſe when Gop, 
the Gop of Mercy, is made the Standard of Ob- 
duracy ; a ſtarving Prodigal will venture to return 
to a forgiving Parent, who would not even dare 
to meſs with the Hogs of a relentleſs Tyrant. Is 
the Authority of the Crown ſinking? No, my 
Lord, that is ſacred, ſacred in the Hearts of all 
his Majeſty's faithful Subjects; thoſe Repoſitories, 
in which wiſe Princes would only chuſe to place it; 
and I will add, that it is as free from the leaſt In- 
tention of Encroachment in Virginia, as in any 
Part of Great- Britain, not even your Lordſhip's 


A Sermon preached in Villianſburgh before the General 
Aſſembly, ſome imali Time after the paſſing the Act, which 
obliged ſome devout Chriſtians to withdraw out of the 
Church, being unwilling to hear the Pulpit (defigned for the 
Word of God and Doctrine of Feſus Chrift) made the 
Roſtrum of Fiery and Party Declamation. 

＋ Another Sermon preached in Williamſburgb, for which the 
worthy Divine receiv'd the Thanks of the Houſe ; which 
Sermon was afterwards piinted at the particular Deſire of 


the Houſes ' 
Breaſt 


IE 
Breaſt excepted : Loyalty is the very Genius of 
the Country ; for when Rebellion lately ſpread its 
diabolical Madneſs almoſt into the very Boſom of 
Britain, it was certainly remarkable there was not 
a Whiſper of Coolneſs to the Sovereign to be heard 
in this Colony. But you mention the Juriſdiction 
ot the Biſhop; perhaps it is from thence, as from 
a feeling Center, all your Fears and Apprehenſions 
radiate; If fo J am a Stranger to the Accuſation, 
unleſs it alludes to the Determination given by the 
Governour and Council a few Years paſt againſt an 
infamous Clergyman, now happily withdrawn from 
the Country, whoſe Crimes would have made the 
Old- Baily bluſh #. Upon this I ſhall obſerve, that 


at that Time there was no Spiritual Court ſubſiſt- 


ing; whether from Motives of Frugality, or more 
ſalutary Cauſes, your Lordſhip beſt knows; and 
although the Method of Enquiry might be unfor- 
mal, with reſpect to the Laws of England, it was 
nevertheleſs nothing more than the antient Practice 
of the Country revived : And as, when the gue// 
Spiritual Court did ſubſiſt (as is before mentioned) 
the Governour and Council did not interpoſe with 
their Authority, I cannot ſee how they can be 
charged in this late Inſtance with lending their Au- 
thority to any unjuſt Demands, even againſt the 
Juriſdiction of the Biſhop. 


One Brus ſtill, who, notwi:hſtanding he was fully and 
publickly convicted in the Council Chamber of many abomi- 
nable and flagrant Enormities, was afterwards inngoduced into 
ine Pulpit of the Pariſh Church of Stratton-Major, by the moſt 
pious and orthodox Mr, , Chief of the Clamourers, 
aad then into the Pariſh Church of York Hampton, by the 
Reverend Mr. C , now Arch-4 tand Soli- 
citor in En2/and to the Mott Reverend Company of Con- 
ventioners; for which notable Piece of Contempt of all 


Autkority, either civil or religious, it is ſaid the faid Mr. 


C————— expects to meet with the double Reward of 
25 and C r in this Colony. 


I am 


WY” YO pe » 


"= 
I am now come to that Paſſage in your Letter, 
which [I have already taken Notice of, as it related 
to Mr. Dinwiddie, the late Governour ; and as the 
Crime heſitated equally affects the preſent Gentle- 
man, I ſhall again repeat it: On Conlideration 
« of ſome late Tranſactions, one would think 
« that the Deputy-Governours thought themſelves 
& obliged, upon their firſt Entrance, to make a 
e Preſent, c.“ The Tranſactions that you 
mean, I do ſuppoſe, are the two Acts of the ſame 
Nature, thoſe in 1755 and in 1758, both of which 
ſettle a Compenſation in Money for all Tobacco- 
Fees, Debts, &c. As theſe are, I am perſuaded, 
well ſupported and juſtified already, I need nor 
repeat any Thing with reſpect to them; but, my 
Lord, why ſhould the paſling of theſe Acts induce 
ou to conclude that the Governours think them- 
ſelves obliged to make ſuch extraordinary Preſents, 
aa you mention, to the People, at their firſt En- 
trance? To caſt poiſoned Arrows, at any Time, 
muſt certainly be very cruel ; but to caſt them in 
the Dark, horribly barbarous : Muſt not every 
Body think that you mean, that there is a Barter 
in the Caſe between the Governour and the Peo- 
pie? But how little Foundation is there for ſuch a 
Surmiſe, in the preſent Gentleman's Caſe? He has 
had no Temptation to do any Thing more than 
what his Duty to his King, and the Country he is 
ſet over, would naturally lead a good Man to do; 
he is ſo incapable of acting through mercenary Mo- 
tives, that no one has cared to attempt even the 
common Compliment that has been paid to former 
Governours : What then can thoſe Obligations be, 
that ſhould lead him to make Preſents againſt his 
apparent Duty ? But I need not dwell on this Point : 
His-Virtue and Conduct, as a Governour, will at 
all Times protect him againſt every calumniating 
| Tongue, 


40 , 
Tongue, whether dignified in the Pulpit*, or 
countenanced at the Bar , whenever Truth can 


be admitted to give in her holy Atteſtations ; and 


in this, I am perſuaded, I ſpeak the Sentiments of 
my Country; but your Lordſhip may miſcall it 
Flattery, or what you pleaſe. However, take 
| theſe Facts with you: Governours in Virginia have 
nothing profitable to beſtow ; thoſe Things flow 
only in a Britiſh Channel, and the Author of this 
Letter has nothing to aſk for. It high Perfonages, 
therefore, do not ennoble their Lives by real Good- 
nefs, he may be reftrained from expoſing them, 
but he never can be tempted to admire them; nei- 
ther would he proſtitute one Word in the Service 
of Meanneſs. As to Ambition, ſhe is much out 
of Taſte with him; and though her Ways may 
be ſometimes Ways of Pleaſantneſs, yet there is 
ſeldom much Peace in the Paths that ſhe leads 
through: He, therefore, who ſuffers himſelf to be 
lured by her, is but hurrying to ſome Pinnacle of 
Grandeur, made uneaſy by the conſtant hovering 


of Envy about it. And the greater his Virtue 


and Succeſs is in the Diſcharge of his Duty, the 
more liable is he to the infamous Moleſtations of 
evil Tongues, even down to the Grave. 

Let Pitt, or Cato, waſte with Patriot Toll ; 

There are who envy, and of Courſe revile. 
I am now come to your laſt, and indeed moſt ſur- 
prizing, Paragraph : 

« As to the Want of Juſtice and Equity ſhewn 
ein the Bill to the Clergy, the Caſe is too plain, to 


* The L—d B— p, who, in this Letter, to the B—d 
of T—de, has certainly treated this Gentleman's Character 
ill. | x 

+ A certain great Lawyer, who, in ſome Arguments relative 

to the Act of Aſſembly, is reported to have uſed this Gentle. 
man moſt abuſively, and very unbecoming the Dignity of his 
own Office, where Decency ſhould have inſtructed him other- 
wiſe; but it ſeems he was directed to ſay what he did by his 
Client, perhaps full freighted from F — m. 


„ admit 
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« admit of any Reflexion upon it: If the Crown ; 
« cannot, or does not, ſupport itſelf, in ſo plain 


46 a Caſe as is before us, it would be in vain for 
« the Clergy to plead the Act confirmed by the 
« King; for their Right muſt ſtand or fall, with 
& the Authority of the Crown. 


I am, my Lozvs, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 
Signed, T. LONDON. 
Was is not for the Beginning * Concluſion of 


this Letter, I ſhould, from this Paragraph, have 
imagined · it to have been a Purchaſe made from 


ſome Hireling-Packer of Memorials, Remon- 


ſtrances*, Sc. There are two Heads laid down to 
be conſidered, to preſerve a Shew of reaſoning on 
the Act; the firſt is, the Authority of the Aſſem- 
bly in paſſing ſuch a Law; the ſecond is, the In- 
conſiſtency of the Proviſion in the Act with Juſtice 
and Equity : The firſt of theſe has been every Way 


twiſted, to ſerve ſome particular favourite Conclu- 


ſion, deſigned, right or wrong, aginſt the Act. 
Every Period is luted over with that Species of 


Bar-Dirt, which it ſeems is much in Vogue in 


weak Cauſes, or rather among weak Advocates ; 
thrown out, as is pretended, to paint Things and 
Perſons in their proper Light ; but ſolely with a 
View to diſcolour Truth, and obſtruct the Ema- 
nations of Juſtice and Equity. And the ſecond 


* The Artillery generally diſcharged at all uſef al Acts of 
Aſſembly paſſed in Virginia, bacauſe not underſtood by 
murmuring Mer——ts and Pr —ſtr-——; a Kind of ſevere 
Attack on the Liberties of the Country, which is the pre- 
carious State of a ———/ Plantation in America. 
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Head is ſtifled with a very laconick ipſe dixit, indeed: 
inſtead of Argument, the Lords are told, that the 
Want of Juſtice and Equity in the Bill 1s too plam 
to admit of any Reflexion; but, plain as your Lord- 
ſhip would ſeem to repreſent it, Reflexion will fur- 
niſh theſe Truths, that there is not only Juſtice in 
the Act, but ſo much as really obliged you to take 
that very ſhort Cut ; for, if Juſtice to the Commu- 
nity required the paſſing ſuch an Ad, all-that you 
haye ſaid muſt appear a manifeſt Injury to the 
Country, and every Invective will then glare in its 
proper malevolent Colour : For the Act could 
only be juſt with reſpect to the Purpoſes it intended 
to effect; and if theſe Purpoſes could not be effect- 
ed without giving it an immediate Force, . let it 
contradict what it will, it was neceſſary to be en- 
ated. Now, although I think I have ſaid enough 
on this Head to ſatisfy thoſe who may read it, and 
cannot promiſe myſelf the leaſt Poſſibility of con- 
vineing your Lordſhip, from the deep Tincture 
of Partiality to the Clergy, that governs through 
your whole Letter; yet, as I propoſed to ſet each 
Paragraph, and its Obſervations, in one View, 
the better to point out the unfair Method made 
Uſe of, I will here collect together thoſe Argu- 
ments which tend to prove that Juſtice, which you 
have ſo willingly overlooked, well knowing that 
it muſt ſilence all Clamour againſt the Act. 

The Country is in the general poor, and may 
be ſaid to have been ſo, for ſome Time paſt; be- 
cauſe the Crops do ſeldom more, if ſo much, as 
balance the Disburſements of the Lear: The Cauſe 
of this 1s immaterial in the Caſe, as that muſt reſt 
ſolely on the immediate Poverty ; and, let the Cauſe 
of that Poverty be what it will, as it cannot be in- 
ſtantly cured, it will make nothing againſt the Ar- 
gument. In this State of the Caſe, the ſtanding 


Expences of the War, which are to be redeemed 


by 
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by a Tax for ſome Years to come, and the com- 


mon Expences of the Country, for the Sake of 


Government and Order, are to be taken in, as 
Things that muſt be neceſſarily paid; for although 
the Taxes for the War are only levied in Mo- 
ney ; yet, in a Debate that turns upon the Rate of 
Compenſation,that muſt be given for the Expences 
laid in Tobacco, in Years of ſhort Crops they 
ought to be conſidered, to ſhew the — 
neſs of a moderate Compenſation. In a Country 
ſo circumſtaneed; let the Hand of Providence (for 
ſo Chriſtians are taught to reaſon} ſuffer a general 
Deſtruction, as it were, of the Crop, to take Place, 
what muſt be done? The Levies in Tobacco are 
payable at a certain Day, that the Tobacco may be 
of its intended Advantage to thoſe for whom it 
was levied; but where is the Commodity to be 
had, to ſuit every Demand? Muſt the Creditor 
carve as he pleaſes out of the Debtor; under 


| ſuch an Impoſſibility of paying in Tobacco? If 


there muſt be a Compenſation ſettled, is it not 
reaſonable that all ſhould be equally affected? 
Or, ſhould the Clergy be exempted, from but 
a bare Poſſibility of being merciful ; that Poſſi- 
bility which they by clamouring, and your Lord- 
ſhip-by abetting them, have demonſtrated would 
never have happened *? Who then 1s to ſettle this 
Compenſation? Muſt it not be ſome Power that 


* Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that ſome Gentlemen 
debating on this Act of Aſſembly in the Houſe of Burgeſſes, 
favoured this practical Scheme of Exemption to the Clergy ; 
in particular Mr. G. Mibe, Member for the College; whoſe 
extraordinary Eloquence muſt have had its intended Weight, 
had it been imployed on any Occaſion not quite ſo con- 
trary to the Duty and Nature of Legiſlative Compaſſion to 
the Poor—— But with ſome, Eccliſiaſtic: Charity is like a 
Church Mouſe, proverbially Poor as well as Ola; now con- 
firmed by this Event. ; | 
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can enact Laws, to make it binding? What Power 
can that be, in a Britiſh Government, but the Par- 
liament; or, as we call it, the General-Aſſembly t 
Now when that Power is moſtly compoſed out of 
the People, which muſt needs be a Mixture both 
of Creditors and Debtors; and when, as the 
Caſe of that Aſſembly in 1758 particularly, was, 
the Number of the Creditors was greater than 
that of the Debtors, ſuch as the Secretary, the 
Landlords, the Clerks, the Traders, and pub- 
lick Creditors, If any Partiality ought to be ſup- 
poſed, can theſe be ſuſpected of it in Favour 
of any Caſe, ſo much as of their own, as Credi- 
tors? No Creditor then can have any Reaſon to 
complain, becauſe he muſt have had a Majority 
on his Side, in conſidering the Rate neceſſary to 
be given in Lieu of the Tobacco due to him: 
From hence, it is evident, that the Juſtice done to 
theſe, as Individuals, proves the Juſtice done to 
the Clergy, becaule they can have no greater Right 
than other legal Creditors; and that which is juſt 
for one to receive, 1s certainly as juſt for another, 
under the ſame Circumſtances. As to the Rate, 
when the Poverty of the Country, the , Taxes for 
the War, the common Value of the Sort of To- 
bacco to be paid, and alſo the intended Value, 
when ſuch publick Salaries were eſtabliſhed, are 
properly conſidered, tell me, my Lord, where 
is the Injuſtice that was ſo plain as to need no Re- 
flection? Every Article will be againſt you. Two- 
pence per Pound for Fransfer Tobacco, is more 
than ever was generally given, but in Years of 
like Scarcity; it is more than what thoſe Salaries 
were calculated at, when laid; and it is as much 
as People can pay, who have their Families to 
maintain, their Taxes to provide, their Landlords 
to ſatisfy, and not unlikely ſome Debts contracted, 
trom a very great Probability of their being diſ- 

| charged 
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charged in Tobacco: And I may venture to defy 


1451 


your Lordſhip to deſtroy the Equity, couched 
under any one of thoſe Queſtions that I have put, 


to clear up this Point: Here then let me, in my 


Turn, ftate a Caſe (by Way of Summary of what 
has been argued) which J am perſuaded will be 
much more -conſiſtent with the Circumſtances of 
Things, as they really were, than what we meet 
with in your Lordſhip's Letter. 

It is admitted that the Clergy's Salaries were by 
Law eſtabliſhed in Tobacco, as well for their 
Maintenance, as the Eaſe of the People in pay- 
ing the ſame; but as little or no Tobacco was 
made, a Compenſation was certainly neceſſary to 
be given, that both the Purpoſes of that Law 
might be anſwered, viz. the Clergy maintained, 
and the People enabled to pay their Salaries, 
This Compenſation was ſettled by the only 
Power that could, in a Britiſ Government, do 
the ſame to any certain Effect. Now, when it 
muſt appear that every Regard was had, as well 
to the general Value of the Commodity, in any 
Years but thoſe of general Scarcity, as to the in- 
tended Value of thoſe Salaries, when eſtabliſhed, 


by the Compenſation rated far beyond them, not- 


withſtanding the heavy Taxes of the War ; what 
other Judgement can be given in the Cafe, but 
that the Legiſlature were ſtrictly juſt to the 
Clergy ? | 

But it is ſaid, the Law that eſtabliſhed theſe 
Salaries to the Clergy in Tobacco, had the Royal 
Confirmation, and therefore could not be altered 
by a leſs Power than that which made it: To this 
it is anſwered, the Governour is always to be 
looked upon as the Repreſentative of his Majeſty ; 
and a Law framed and agreed to by the Aſſembly, 
and. paſſed by him, is a Law virtually paſſed by 
the ſame Power that made the former Law; there- 
| | | fore, 
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fore, if it ſhould be allowed to alter that, it ts 
out of the Queſtion. But then it is urged; that 
his Majeſty had, by his Inſtructions, reſtrained the 
Governour from paſſing any Laws that did inter- 
fere with thoſe to which he had been pleaſed to 
aſſent z therefore the Act is a mere Nullity, ab 
znitio: When Gentlemen ſhall think proper to 
explain what is meant by declaring Things, that 
have had a regular Beginning, according to the 
Rules of the Conſtitution ; Things that have had 
their full Effect and Exiſtence, according to the 
Tenour of their Intention; I ſay, when they ſhall 
diſcover what is meant by declaring ſuch Things 
null, ab initio ; | perſuade myſelf it will be no- 
thing difficult to ſhew the Abſurdity of it. At 
— I ſhall only obſerve, that as the Doctrine 
eems to incline, if it could meet with a favourable 

Growth, it would be very productive of Evil, 
and that not to Virginia only: Inſtructions are 
neither Laws of publick Authority, nor Rules of 
Conſtitution ; they can only be directory to thoſe 
who are, to govern ; and if, in any Inſtance, they 
are not complied with, that can never deſtroy the 
Effect of a Power executed by publick Commiſ- 
ſion: But it may be Matter for a Charge of Diſ- 
- obedience, in ſome Caſes, and Miſcondu& in 
others, againſt him who governs ; yet if theſe In- 
Ntuctions are only general, I beg Leave to ſay the 
not complying with them, in ſome Inſtances, may 
alſo he an Act of the higheſt Prudence: For ge- 
neral inſtructions, Rules and Commands, are all 
ſubje& to particular Exceptions, and the Wiſdom 
of Man cannot frame them otherwiſe; that is, 
they cannot be made ſo perfect as to be guarded 
againſt the Deſtruction of thoſe good Purpoſes for 
which they were intended, if they were not to be 
ſubject to Alterations in ſome particular Caſes, 
that, may ſay, muſt happen in a fluCtuating 
© 5 World: 
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World: And, with Submiſſion to all haſty Pen- 
men, I will! venture to add, that it ſeems as if 
Gop himſelf, knowing the Imperfection of Man, 
and the World he lives in, did not intend that 
every Command of his ſhould be invariably ob- 
ſerved, in all Caſes; for, what can be more gene- 
rally expreſſed, than theſe Words? Thor ſhalt not 
kill; or, as they ſeem to be occaſionally varied, 
Thou ſhalt do no Murder. The Action of Killing, 
in the plain Senſe of the Word, is certainly 
depriving a Fellow-Creature of Liſe 3 but, to 
mention no. other Inſtance, what is the general 
Opinion of . that Religion which ſeems to inculcate 
an implicit Obedience to ſuch a Command, againſt 
the Duty of Self-Preſervation? Or rather, where 
can the Man be found, who, having no other 
poſſible Means of preſerving his own Life than 
that of killing his Adverſary, could really ſubmit 
to his own Aſſaſſination, rather than act againſt 
a Command of ſuch general Tenour. I inſtance 
this, to ſnew that the Rules that are eſtabliſned 
generally for the conducting of ſocial Government, 
muſt be regulated by the weightier Duties, that they 
do interfere with; and it is no Diminution of the 
Regal Authority, nor any Attempt to Supremacy, 
to conclude, that a King cannot intend to paſs an 
Inſtruction that ſhall effect the Ruin of the Com- 
munity over which he preſides; for that would be 
to ſuppoſe him capable of deſtroying his own Re- 
gality, as all Sovereigaty muſt ceaſe where the 
Community ends: Whatever then the Inſtruction 
may be, with reſpect to Acts that have received the 
Royal Aſſent, it could only be reſtrictive on the Go- 
vernour, in Cafes where the immediate Welfare of 
the Country ſhould not require what I muſt call an 
inſtantaneous Alteration of ſuch Laws ; that is, 
where there might be Time ſufficient to addreſs his 
Majeſty for his Conſent to alter or repeal, __—_ 
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the Evil muſt take Effect. From hence my Lord. 


I muſt conclude the formal Fudgment as you call it 


will be, that the paſſing this Law was a Matter of 
great Prudence, rather than an Act of Diſobedience 
in the Governour, and no Infringement on the Prero- 
gative Royal in the Legiſlature ; but, if your Lord- 
ſhip is to be the only Interpreter of the Extent of 
ſuch Inſtructions, from the the Specimen you have 
given; it will no Doubt be otherwiſe; and it would 
much kinder in you to take a ſhorter Cut to the 
Deſtruction that muſt attend your Concluſions, by 
exerciſing the Office of the Deſtroyer, and annihi- 
late the Country at once, However, as we are 
perſuaded that our Sovereign cannot wiſh to have 
a ſtronger Teſtimony of Love and Obedience in his 
People than what he muſt have experienced from 
the conſtant Behaviour of Virginia, when not miſre- 
reſented, it is humbly hoped that he will not ſuf- 
fer himfelf to be induced to withdraw his wonted 
paternal Mildneſs from us, by the' fiery and partial 
Reprefentations of any Subject in his Realms : 
And that, if in any Inſtance his Royal Inſtructions 
are not fo ſtrictly complied with, he will conclude 
the Motive to be no other, than the immediate 
Neceſſity of Things, occaſioned by intervening 
and unforeſeen Circumſtances. 

I ſhall now, my Lord, take the Liberty of ſtep- 
ping afide from your Letter, to animadvert on 
fome Aſſociates in the Clamour of theſe Clergy- 
men; I mean a Merchant or two *, who labouring 


In particular Mr. — 4 of London, who, at a certain 
Coffee-Houſe, diſplay'd his Talent for Scurrility againſt the 
Guvernour and Country; in which he received the greateſt 
Civilities, when ſoliciting Confignments. — But Mongrel 
C rs are ſuch a Species of ungrateful D—gs, that they 
ſnarl by Nature at thoſe who raiſed them from P—pies, where- 
ever they come in the Way of their Lappings. | 
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under the ſame ſacerdotal Thirſt aura ſacra * fames, 
have joined the Uproar againſt the Act; and, as 
far as their Capacities it feems could carry them, 
have imitated the great Pattern of Abule that I 


have now before me: Men who, from a daily Con- 


verſe in the true Billingſgate, one would thick could 
hardly be outdone ; but ſuch is the ſurprizing Turn 
of ſore Genius's, that they are able, without 
much Practice, to excel the moſt noted Adepts in 
that Trade. 

A aſe is put, to repreſent the prodigious In- 
juſtice of this Act, well fortified with Particulars, 
to ſuit the Purpoſe ; but, ſtrong as it ſeems to be, 
I perſuade myſelf that, with the ſame Kind of Ma- 
terials, I ſhall be able to conſtruct ſuch a Counter- 


Battery, as will quickly put to Silence all the Pre- 
tenſions to, particular Juſtice: We are told “ a 
Factor trading here, by the Directions of his 


Principal, had purchaſed, before the Paſſing of 


« the Act, a Ship-Load of Tobacco, of which 
'« he had given timely Notice to his Employer; 
4 and that a Ship was accordingly freighted, to con- 


e vey the Commodity to Market; but when ſhe 


« arrived, the Law had rated the Compenſation, 
4 and his Chapman paid him off with Caſh inſtead 
„of Tobacco; by which Means he not only loſt 


* the Advantage of his Commodity at Market, 


e but had alſo ſuſtained great Damages by the 
* dead Freight of the Veſſel, for which the Act 


* Some Commentators, puzzled about the meaning of the 
Word=— Sacra—in this Place, have given it a Conſtruction not 
quite ſo familiar to the common Senſe of it—4ccurſed Thirſt. 
— But this Author is of Opinion that the Fames Auri was full as 
orthodox in the Days of Virgil, as it is at this Time; and as 
Prieſts of all Religions have their Bigots, who cry up every 
Paſſion of theirs as—ſacred— he thinks that a Word ſo pro- 
perly adapted to expreſs the Nature, ard perhaps Origin of this 
Species of Thjrſting, ſhould not be wreſted out of its uſual 
Meaning Sacred or Sacerdotal. 
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& had given no Kind of Recompence.'* Allow 
the Facts, and then let us reaſon the Caſe: If Juſ- 
tice demands a Recompence for theſe Damages, 


muſt it not alſo be due to every one, under all the 


ſeveral Circumſtances of Damage in Trade? And 
Damages may certainly accrue by many different 
Ways, beſides that of Freight; again, at the ſame 
Time that Damages are due from him that fold 
to the Factor, is it not as juſt that he ſhould be 
relieved, in his Turn, by thoſe of whom he pur- 
chaſed? And as it is not unlikely but theſe may be 
Landlords, Clerks of Counties, and private Credi- 
tors, who muſt have all had an equal Expectation 


from their Tenants and Debtors, when they ſold, 
would it not be alſo extremely juſt that they ſhould 


be relieved by thoſe indebted to them? Would not 
this then bring Things to the ſame State which 


made the apparent Evil, that the Law was calcula- 
ted to obviate in its ne Effects of Exaction? 


*z * 
£2 


For it would be unfair to argue from one Inſtance 


alone; and, ſuppoſe other Merchants in Trade un- 
der the ſame Circumſtances, and extend the Rule 


of Juſtice before mentioned through the ſeveral 


Degrees of purchaſing, it muſt end at laſt in the 


Maker: To draw, therefore, any other Conclu- 


ſion from ſuch a ſtated Caſe, than what the Legi- 
ſlature muſt have done when they paſſed the Act, 
it muſt be, that rather than ſuch Inſtances mould 
remain unremedied, the Poor (which ever compoſe 
the greater, and which are abſolutely a neceſſary, 
Part of every Community) ſhould be left wholly 
at the Mercy of Individuals, and of Individuals 
too that would be reſtrained from ſnewing Compaſ- 
ſion; for, if they were obliged to pay thoſe Da- 
mages, the Severity of them would deprive them 
of the Capacity of doing it, in many Inſtances; 
and of Courſe they muſt be forced to grind them 
out of thoſe indebted to them. To have attempted, 

therefore, 
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therefore, a Remedy in ſuch Caſes, other than 
what the Act has done, as to the real Purchaſe- 
Money given, muſt have been to have deſtroyed 
the evident and neceſſary Purpoſes of the Act; 
nay, if any Thing could be ſo, it might prove 
much more grievous than if there had been no Law 
at all : For then every Body would know at whoſe 
Mercy he lay, and could be only anſwerable for his 
Demand ; but, from any Remedy that could have 
been given, Law-Suits would have generated from 
one to the other; and as the Recovery of the Debt 
and Damages would be juſt, the Charges muſt have 
been equally ſo; and in the End, the Lawyers em- 
ployed by the Complainants, and the Officers of 
the Courts, the only poſſible Gainers ; for, where- 
ever theſe Suits ſhould branch out on the poor 
Makers (and there they muſt all have ended) let 
the Extremities made Uſe of be what they would, 
it is an undeniable Maxim, that nothing is to be 
had where he whom you ſue has nothing to pay. 
From hence, I think, I may conclude all Argu- 
ments in Favour of the ſtated Caſe amount only to 
this great Abſurdity, that a Part is greater than its 
Whole; or, in other Words, that ſome Indivi- 
duals ought to be conſidered, even to the Deſtruc- 
tion of the Community, which they compoſe : A 
Doctrine worthy of thoſe alone who are ever con- 
fined within the narrow Circle of private Profit, 
and have no Reliſh for publick Good, that inter- 
feres with their dirty Schemes of Gain. | 
Thoſe who call it an hard Caſe, ſhould conſider 
that it was not a Law made in Favour of Particu- 
lars; and however unfortunate this or that Perſon. 
may be, in the Proviſion calculated for the Com- 
munity, the only Queſtion is, whether the Intereſt 
of a few, which can never be provided for, to ſecure 
from all Loſs, ought to be of more Weight than 
that of the Community? If not, as the Hardſhip! 
H 2 woulck 
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would be greater on the Community not preſerved, 
the leſſer ſhould give Place ; and 1t can only be one 
of the common Cafes, that are on every Occaſion 
to be met with. Suppoſe a Perſon had purchaſed, 
of the better Sorts of Tobacco, a large Quantity 
for the Home Trade, before a Hint of the laſt laid 
Duty, and before his Veſſel ſhould reach an Eng- 
liſþ Port, the Neceſſities of the War ſhould make 
the Duty payable at a ſhort Day, would not his 
Caſe be hard, when it muit be apparent that the 
Duty, which he could not foreſee, ſhall make ſuch 
a Deduction out of his Profit as to deſtroy his rea- 
ſonable Expectations ? And yet 1 no where find 
ſuch Caſes remedied, though it 1s evident that they 
do happen on every Occaſion of raiſing public 
Money, If it ſhould be ſaid that, in this Caſe, 
the Purchaſer ſhould be always on his Guard, and 
purchaſe afgcordingly, as he knows that publick 
Money muſt be raiſed ſomewhere z I can only 
anſwer, in the ſame Manner, that every Purchaſer 
muſt know a Community ſhould never be ſuffered 
to languiſh under Evils, be they ever ſo accidental; 
and therefore ſhould be prepared, in his Purchaſes, 
againſt the Poſſibility of Los, in all ſuch Caſes, 
But it has been ſaid, the Perſon who ſold had the 
Tobacco in his Poſſeſſion; and yet, from the ge- 
neral Terms of the Law, made his Advantage by 
the Price going, whilſt the Purchaſer ſuffered: In 
ſuch an Inſtance, I reply, he ought, in good Con- 
ſcience, to have paid the Commodity; but it is 
a Caſe out of the Reach of the civil Power ; that 
is, they cannot word Laws to remedy in ſuch Caſes, 
that will take them in and no more ; for, where 
could the Proof of ſuch a Fact be drawn from, to 
hit the particular Point of Juſtice ? Such Proof 
could not reſt on bare Poſſeſſion of the Commodity, 
unleſs it was a Poſſeſſion, bona fide, clear of all 
Debts to others, as each Creditor muſt be entitled 
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to equal Juſtice ; and though, by ſome accidental 
Circumſtances, this might be diſcovered in a Caſe 
or two, yet how many Law-Suits muſt have been 
promoted by it, on the Preſumption of ſuch Proof. 
This Part of the ſtated Caſe, therefore, ſerves only 
to demonſtrate the Imperfectneſs of the civil Power, 
which cannot be remedied, but by a Religion that 


deters from Evil, and encourages good Actions 


(out of the Reach of the known Rules of Diſco- 
very) by the Doctrine of Futurity ; and, therefore, 
the Omiſſion is no Fault chargeable on the Act. 
Thus far 1 have thought it neceſſary to ſay in Juſ- 
tification of the Act, againſt the Charge of Injuſ- 
tice ariſing from the ſtated Caſe : I ſhall, therefore, 
cloſe this Head with the Relation of a memorable 
Fact, on the Occaſion of the Law that paſſed in 
1755 ; that which your Lordſhip has characterized 
as a freaſonable Attempt to Supremacy, 

When that Bill was in its Paſſage through the 
Houſe of Burgeſſes, it was the firſt Time that the 
amor patriæ, ſo much talked of in the World, but 
ſo little regarded, was ſo particularly brought to the 
Teſt; and it met with ſuch an Oppoſition from its 
common Opponent, amor ſui, or private Intereſt, 
(which points out a preſumptive Equality of Credi- 
tors even in that Aſſembly in 1755) that it was al- 
moſt certain, that the Fate of the Bill would be 
determined by the Chair: But an abſent Member *, 
by making a great Journey, got into the Houſe upon 
ending the Debate; and although he was known 
to be the Proprietor of a tenanted Eſtate, that yielded 
him annually more than 100,000 lb. of Tobacco, 
yet he could not ſuffer the Proſpect of his own pro- 
digious Advantage, in the Caſe of no Law, to in- 
fluence him to leave the Poor to ſuch a dangerous 


The late Col. John Spot uod, Repreſentative for Cul- 
peper County. 


Hazard, 
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Hazard, as the voluntary Mercy of Individuals ; 
and, with a ſingle Aye, ſhewed more true Religion 
than if he had imbrucd his Elbows with the Blood 
of 16,000 Bulls and Goats : For your Lordſhip 
knows who hath ſaid, Iwill have Mercy, and not 
Sac» ifice ; an Action for which (to turn a Period of 
yours) I ſay ke would in ſome coop Times have been 
canonized, rather than accuſed of Treaſon. And 
is it not ſtrange, that there ſhould be one Man 
found in the World ro condemn it ? 

Who would not laugh if ſuch an one there be? 

Who would not weep if Atticus * was he? 

The Concluſion of your Letter is a Repetition 
of the Method you have purſued quite through it, 
ro gain your Point ;----alarming the Crown with 


Danger, where none but yourſelf could dream of 


it. As this has been fully anſwered, ſuffer me, by 
Way of Apology, to tell you, if it was not your 
Intent that your Letter ſhould be made publick, 


your Brethren ſhould not have handed it about: 


But as the World has ſeen it, every Individual of 
this abuſed Country certainly has a Right to pull 
cut thoſe Stings. with which it is ſtudded, before 
they give their intended Wound: And if it is too 
late to prevent that, then to analize the Poiſon, 
and by ſhewing its peculiar Virulence, point out to 
thoſe, whom it may principally concern, the Ne- 
ceſſity of remedial Application. Is it not the 
Glory of a Briton to enjoy the Smiles of his Prince? 
And is not that Man unpardonable that ſhall de- 
prive him of thoſe Bleſſings? What, therefore, 
ought there not to be ſaid to him who ſhall endea- 
vour to rob a whole Country of that which would 
be dear even to an Individual ? A Country early, 
aſſiduous and conſtant, in the Field of Battle, in 
Defence of Britiſh Territory; and that at an Ex- 


* The Rt. Re—d Father in God, Th—s, I. d B—p of 
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pence of near . 400, ooo; a Country always la- 
bouring to approve itſelf the dutiful Child of its 
great Mother, Britain. 

I ſhould now, my Lord, conclude, but that I 
think it but Juſtice due to ſome worthy well-diſpeſed 
Clergymen, who (ſecing the Neceſſity there was for 
ſuch an Act of Aſſembly, and knowing that it was 
that Neceſſity alone which could move the Coun- 
try to do any Thing that might deprive the Order 
of one Shilling that they could make by their Sa- 
laries) have not engaged in this Clamour againſt the 
Law : I ſay, it is a Piece of Juſtice to all theſe, to 
take Notice to the World, how ſmall the Number 
were that moved you to paſs this cruel Cenſure on the 
Legiſlature; a Convention held by no proper Autho- 
rity to convene, a Convention compoſed of not more 
than one third Part of the whole Body of the Cler- 
gy, and of that Convention little more than a bare 
Majority; and, even of that ſmall Majority, ſome 
that were not parochial Miniſters, and therefore 
Perſons that could have no plauſible Pretence for 
complaining, becauſe not in the leaſt affected by the 
Act: Should not theſe Circumſtances have led your 
Lordſhip to conclude that their Complaints were 
rather owing to ſome turbulent Genius, either de- 
lighting in Confuſion and Animoſity, or inſatiably 
thirſting after ſome Power that would be deſtructive 
to the Welfare of the Community, and the Peace 
of the Church; than to any Injury ſuſtained, or 
really to be dreaded ? Or ſhould not theſe T hings 
at leaſt have directed ſome Pauſe to a Judge, with 
an audi alteram pariem ? But, I have done. 


Jam, My Lorp-Bismoe's 
Moſt devoted humble Servant, 
A Member of the Church of ENGLAND. 


+. 


 - My Lonp, 


INCE the Writing the foregoing Letter to 
you, I find by a Proclamation under the Name 
of our Governour, bearing Date July 1, 1760, (Which 
was as ſoon as the Reverend Meſſenger thought 
Proper to deliver the King's Inſtructions) the fol- 
lowing Hels of Aſſembly are repealed by Directions 


from England z and as the Drift of your Letter 


to the B of T- tended this Way, if 
no farther, I muſt think you inſtrumental in ſoſ- 
 liciting theſe Repeals. I have therefore taken the 
Liberty to inſert them here; and perhaps have 
Pointed out to you ſome miſchievous Conſequences, 
that it is not unlikely will attend. If ſo, your 
L——p may be ſure this Country will think them- 
ſelves in Duty bound, to pray even for the bleſſed 
Memory of the B p of London, in which 
they will no Doubt, be joined by four honeſt 
Clergymen, who are ruined by one of the Repeals. 
But to be a little ſerious with you, If you intend 
to buſy the ſmall Remnant of your Life, with the 
Affairs of the Clergy in America, you had better 
take your Information from the mz/der and better 
diſpoſed of them, if you think our Governour 
no Way capable of doing them Juſtice in the 
Relation ; for by the Specimen already giver, it is 


certain they have moved you to many Things | 


which, as a Chriſtian B p, you ſhould net, and 
as a human Creature, you could not have done, 
Indeed, my Lord, *tis with Concern I tell you, 
that it ſeems more than probable, that this miſ- 
conducted Zeal of yours for the Church of Eng- 
land will give it the greateſt, and, I, believe, only 
Wound, it ever felt in Virginia; for ſome Miniſters 
are now haſtily building on what perhaps they only 
| fancy 
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fancy you have effected for them: And tho? Pow- 
er and Authority may compel the People to pay 
their Demands, yet it looks as if it would re- 
uire ſomething more than Romiſb Perſecution, to 
oblige them to continue td follow ſuch turbulent, 
uncharitable and mercileſs Guides; becauſe the 
commoneſt Senſe muſt neceſſarily dictate that ſuch 
can only lead the Poor to Begggary and Want; 
but not. to Heaven- I ſpeak this propheti- 
cally only, but the Time of its Complication is 
nearer at Hand than perhaps will be imagined. 
Methinks then a well-meaning Man ſhodld not, 
whilſt it is called To-day, neglect the Opportu- 
nity of recovering ſuch an unhappy Step. 


J am, 
Mx Loxo, 


Yomr moſt obedient, 


The AUTHOR. 


An Act for paying the Miniſters of the Pariſhes 
of Frederick, in the Country of Frederick, and of 
Auguſta, in the Country of Auguſta, and of Hamp- 
ſhire, in the County of Hampſhire, one Hundred 
Pounds annually, inſtead of the Salaries now al- 
lowed Paſſed in 1753. 


An Act for enabling the Inhabitants of Princeſs 
Anne and Norfolk to pay their publics Dues in 
Money Paſſed in 1755. 


An Act to enable the Inhabitants of this Co- 
Jony to diſcharge their Tobacco-Debt in Money 
for the preſent Year, ——Paſled in 1755: 


1 An 


$81] 

An. Act to enable the Inhabitants of this Colony 
to diſcharge their publick Dues, Officers Fees, and 
other Tobacco Debts, in Money, for the enſuing 
Year, Paſſed in 1758. 


The Preamble to this Proclamation runs in theſe 


Words: 

« Whereas all Laws, Satutes, and Ordinances 
« paſſed in the General Aſſembly of this Domi- 
0 nion, are, according to the Conſtitution of this 
« Government, by his Majeſty's Letters-Patent, 
&« under the Great Seal of Great Britain, to be 
e tranſmitted to his Majeſty, for his Royal Ap- 
„ probation, or Diſallowance ; and ſuch of the ſaid 
6 Las, Statutes, and Ordinances, as ſhall be the re- 
« upon diſallowed and diſapproved, and ſo ſig- 
ce nified by his Majeſty under his Sign Manual, or 
“ Signet, or by Order in his Privy Council, are 
« FROM THENCEFORTH to ceaſe, de- 
termine, and become utterly void. And whereas 
& his Majeſty has been pleaſed to SIGNIFY his 
* Diſapprovation and Diſallowance of ſeveral 
Acts. Paſſed in the Years 


1753 1755, 1758, c. 


La 


The Act in 1755 and 1758 for enabling the 
Inhabitants of this Colony to diſcharge their To- 
bacco-Debts Sc. in Money, for the Years in which 
thaſe Acts take Notice of, are and were (before 
this ſignifying his Majeſty's Diſallowance) both 


as to Time and Effect, expired. The ſoliciting | 


therefore ſuch Repeals, cannot be of any Advan- 
tage tothoſe who did it, unleſs they ſhould find out 
a Way to make his Majeſty's Letters-Patent, un- 
der the Great Seal of Great-Britain, declarative of 
the Validity of our Laws, &c. of no Conſequence 
in the Conſtitution; and as this ſeems to be 
ſomething too high for Subjects of Great-Britain 

| _ to 
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to endeavour to get effected, it is humbly} hoped 


it will never be obtained, however it may be aimed 
at: For no one can ſay, that his Majeſty is bound 
to give his Opinion of the Laws, Sc. ſent to him, 
till it ſhall be agreeable to his Royal Will and 
Pleaſure : And all Laws, Fc. ſent Home for that 
Purpoſe, are, by the above recited Part of his Let- 
ters- Patent, by the ſtrongeſt Implication that Words 
can poſſibly bear, to be in Force till ſuch his Diſ- 
allowance ſhall be duly ſignified ; becauſe *cis 
only on ſuch ſignifying, declared that they ſhall 
ceaſes, determine, and be utterly void. It is from 
hence obſerved, that to deſtroy in Effect any Sta- 
tute, c. had before fuch Diſallowance ſignified, 
might extend to ſuch a Multiplicity of Caſes, as 
would not only throw the Country into endlefs 
Confuſion for the preſent, but even unhinge 
all Order and CEconomy in the Colony for the fu- 
ture. For as no Limitation as to Time can take 
Place, Things or Property ſettled by any Law, 
that has not obtained the Royal Aſſent, tho? for 
50 Years ſtanding, might be overturned, tho' the 
Law, Sc. has long ago expired; as well as they 
can by either of the above Acts. — And as it is 
impoſſible to know what Laws could be agreeable 
to his Majeſty, this would render all Laws uſe- 
leſs, until his Opinion could be known; and the 
ill Conſequences would be, in ſuch a Caſe, number- 
leſs 3 and, in many Inſtances, the Country muſt 
neceſſarily be thrown into evident Danger. 


The ſoliciting the Repeal of the Act paſſed in 
1753 ſeems to be a Thing not well conſiderd by 
your Lordſhip, becauſe it muſt be of Diſſervice 
to the Miniſters of thoſe Pariſhes, For by an 
Act of Aſſembly made in the 12th Year of his 
preſent Majeſty, For erefing two new Frontier 


Countries, viz, Frederick and Auguſta, the People 
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were encouraged to ſettle there (perhaps as a Bar- 
rier againſt the Encroachments of the French) by 
many Indulgences ; and the Paying their publick 
Dues in Money, at three Farthings per Pound, 
was one of them. This the Aſſembly in 1753, 
on Repreſentation, thought too ſmall a Salary 
for the Miniſters, and accordingly paſſed the 
Act now repealed; by which Repeal they are 
thrown back to the Act of the 12th of G. II. un- 
leſs your Lordſhip can alſo find out a Set of 

Judges, to lay aſide the conſtant Rules ef judg- 
ing in all ſuch Caſes, and indeed ſacrifice the 
Faith of Government, to the manifeſt Injury of 
thoſe Settlers (who have now bought their Set- 
tlements very dear, at the Expence of many 
Lives, ſince the preſent War began) for they live 
ſo far from navigable Waters, that they cannot 
generally grow Tobacco to Advantage on Acconnt 
of the Expence in Land-Carrriage. 


I have before ſpoken of the Act relating to 
the Counties of Princeſs Anne and Norfolk; I 
ſhall only add, the ſoliciting the Repeal of it, 
is ſomething too low for a B—— p; for it is 
nothing leſs than to deprive every Body in thoſe 
Counties, even the Clergy, of their Humanity and 
Compaſſion ; and certain I am, your Informers took 
Care not to let your Lordſhip know, that this 
Act was univerſally prayed for by all the People 
in both Counties, with the Clergy at their Head ; 
but theſe were pious good Men at that Time, and 
it is hoped they will continue to be ſo, notwith- 
. ſtanding the Repeal, and take the uſual Price; but 
I ſhould not tell your Lordſhip ſo, left you aim 
at ſomething elſe, and get their Gowns ſtripped 
over their Heads, for being ſo charitablydiſpoſed. 


The E N D. 


